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SCALE IN FEET 


WILLIAM C. BALL — TERRE HAUTE 
PRESIDENT OP THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 

DEMAS DEMING ~ TERRE HAUTE 
TREASURER OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 

DR CARL LEO MEES — TERRE HAUTE 
PRESIDENT OF THE FACULTY 

М ARNOLD LAYMAN — ST LOUIS 
CHAIRMAN ОР THE ALUMNI COMMITTEE 


А - LIBRARY 
B - CIVIL ENGINEERING 
4 ARCHITECTURE 
С - CHEMISTRY 
D - MECHANICS 
E - ELECTRICITY 
Р - SHOP 
G - POWER HOUSE 
Н - GYMNASIUM ¢ UNION 
1 - DORMITORIES 
J - GRAND STAND 
K&L- FUTURE SCHOOL BLDGS 
M - PRESIDENTS RESIDENCE 
М - HYDRAULICS 
© - TOWER 
Р - AUDITORIUM 
© RESIDENTIAL GROUP 
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CHAUNCEY ROSE 
AND THE 
EARLY HISTORY OF ROSE FOLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 


By 


Prof. John L. Bloxsome 
Rose. Polytechnic Institute 


Vigo County Historical Society 
March 11, 1947 


CHAUNCEY ROSE 
AND THE 


EARLY HISTORY .OF ROSE POLYTEOHNIO INSTITUTE 


Every new institution was once only an idea, a dream in 
the mind of some farseeing man. Sometimes such a dream is 
never fulfilled, but sometimes, through the planning, work, 
and sacrifice of many пеп аз well as the dreamer, it is fulfilled 
to a much greater extent than the originator ever hored could 
be true. This is especially true of Rose Polytechnic Institute, | 
whose early history is inseparably connected with the life of 
Chauncey Rose. 

Chauncey Rose, founder of Rose Polytechnic Institute, was 
born at Wethersfield Meadows, Connecticut, the day before Christ- 
mas, one hundred and fifty-three years ago, during the sixth year 
of George Washington's administration. His grandfather, John 
Rose, had emigrated from the Highlands of Scotland early inmthe 
eighteenth century. Chauncey's father, also John Rose, had mar- 
ried Mary Warner of Wethersfield, and to this union eight chil- 
dren were born, seven sons and one daughter. The children 
necessarily grew up with firm ideas of self-reliance and mutual 
helpfulness--typical characteristics of the American pioneer. 

At that time the new national sovernment was faced with many 


domestic and foreign problems, and the West, that all-inclusive 
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word in American history, was waiting to be conquered by such 
men as Chauncey Rose. 

Chauncey Rose's education was limited to a brief ae pendanoe 
in the common schools near his rural boyhood home. Although it 
was rudimentary, it was thorough and it inspired him with a great 
respect and desire for knowledge. Dr. Charles O. Thompson, the 
first president of Rose Polytechnic Institute, said that probably 
during his youth "there was implanted in his receptive mind the 
germ of a determination to make easier to travel that pathway to 
knowledge which his feet could not tread---a determination that 
grew апа bore fruit many years later." Although denied the 
opportunities for a higher education, he did not despair---and 
why should he? He possessed health, courage, honesty, industry, 
and an indomitable will---invaluable assets in any aze, but 
especially was this true during the early, formative years of 
the new nation. 

In 1817, Mr. Rose borrowed 52,000 from his brother, George 
Rose, and set out to seek his fortune in the west. He first 
traveled to Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, where some of his friends 
resided. Perhaps it will be better at this point to let him tell 
us in his own words about the factors which led him to choose 
Vigo County for his residence:: 

In the fall of 1817, I traversed the States of Indiana, 

Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama, look- 

ing РоР-а lbeatloh.at which to reside and engage in business; 

I spent several days at Terre Haute; it had been laid out 

the previous year. The following winter I spent in Ken- 


tucky. Favorablv impressed with the location and the 
people inami about Terre Haute, I returned and became 


a resident in April, 1818, There were but two cabins in 
Terre Haute, and the nearest boarding-place was at Fort 

Harrison, where I boarded, as did the county officers, at | 

a house kept by Mrs. Stewart...there were no direct 

roads. The trip East was made by way of Louisville, Bal- 

timore, and Philadelphia. It was a source of great 

rejoicing when the first steamboat landed at Terre Haute, 
in 1822. In 1819 I moved to Parke County, and engaged 

in the business of milling. I sawed and furnished the 

lumber for the court house erected in the public square; 

and I returned to Terre Haute in 1825. 

In the same year, 1825, that he returned to Terre Haute 
from Parke County, he inherited $8,000 as his share of his 
brother George's estate. He invested these funds judiciously 
in land which gradually became a part of the city. The gradual 
transfer of this farm land into city lots, provided the first 
appreciable capital, with which he was to later build a fortune. 
The most valuable part of this tract of land was that lying 
east of Seventh Street, between Poplar Street on the south and 
Locust Street on the north. It is said that he was obliged to 
take this land in payment for $300 in credit which he had ad-- 
vanced to a customer while he was engaged in the mercantile 
business near the court house square. 

Chauncey Rose had great faith in the growth and prosperity 
of this city and county. As an illustration of this faith, one 
can cite the building of the Prairie House at the present site 
of the Terre Haute House. This hostelry was completed in 1838, 
and at that time it was situated far out of the city proper. 
Some shook their heads and said, “It is rightly named,as it 
stands way out on the prairie." But time justified Mr. Rose's 


foresight in locating his hotel at the intersection of Main 


Гул E (Сору) 


Street апа Seventh Street, the latter street being the section 
line highway, north and south. About this time Mr, Rose built 
his residence on the tract of ground lying north of Chestnut 
Street, at the corner of Seventh Street, ak the present site of 
Indiana State Teachers College Laboratory School. 

Chauncey Rose became one of the “Railway kings" of the 
West, and he was also interested in canals, being one of the 
stockholders and directors of the old Wabash and Erie Canal 
which passed through Terre Haute. His-interest in transport- 
ation probably was two-fold:: for one thing he was sincerely 
interested in promoting the TO ee his adopted city, and he 
also wanted to improve the value of the land which he owned east 
of the early city. In both of these objectives, he was success- 
ful, for Mr. Condit in his early History of Terre Haute points 
out the transition of Terre Haute from a village to a prosperous 
city was chiefly due to Chauncey Rose. It was Mr. Rose who 
conceived and pushed with great zeal the building of the first 
rallroad into this city, the Terre Haute and Richmond Railroad. 
It was largely because of his efforts that this road was built 
by private subscription rather than by a grant of public land, 
which a majority of the stockholders favored. 

He contributed very largely to the railroais from Evansville 
to Terre Haute, from Terre Haute to Crawfordsville, and from 
Terre Haute to Danville, Illinois, all of which were more indebted 
to him for their construction than to any other individual. He 


advocated zealously, for many уеагз, а railroad from Terre Haute, 
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through Illinois, to St. Louis, and exrended money liberally 
in making experimental surveys, although he took no part in the 
completion of the railroad. 

In these transportation ventures, Mr. Rose associated him- 
self with competent advisers and helpers, some of whom later 
became close friends. One such person, who with his family, has 
been important in the history of Rose Polytechnic Institute, was 
Charles R, Peddle. Mr. Peddle had held positions in the Railroad 
snops at Reading, Pennsylvania.and Madison, Indiana, before 
becoming associated with Mr. Rose. Mr. Peddle had the technical 
knowledge and energy which exactly suited Chauncey Rose, and while 
Mr. Peddle was still a young man, he and Mr. Rose went to Boston 
to buyfour railway engines. The responsibility of the purchase 
and transportation to Terre Haute was put upon Mr. Peddle, who 
arranged for the difficult task of transporting them and loading 
them on boats for the trip to Terre Haute. Until he died in 1893, 
Mr. Peddle continued in the service of the road in various ca-- 
pacities. 

It has been said that while traveling back and forth over 
that part of the railroad between Terre Haute and Indianapolis 
Supervising construction that the idea of an engineering college 
was born, Мг. Rose and his associates had great difficulty in 
getting men with technical training to come so far west at that 
time and remain until the road was completed. 30 great was the 
problem that Chauncey Rose decided there should be proper ороог-- 


tunities in the new West for the young men who wanted to study 


engineering. 


As a matter of fact, Chauncey Rose had seriously conten— 
plated the building and the founding of a college for the 
education of young women in and near Terre Haute. Mr, Gondit 
explains this change in the following manner:: 

It is known, possibly, to only a comparative few, that Mr. 

Chauncey Rose seriously comtemplated founding and endowing 

a College for young ladies in Terre Haute. He gave the 

matter much thought as to its internal workings; also as 

to the plans and specifications of the buildings. He went 

so far as to make ample provisions for the same, inhis 

will. But afterwards, he changed his tind, as every think- 

ing man has a right to do, and instead, substituted for it, 

the Rose Polytechnic Institute, a school of technology for 
young men. The great success of this institution argues 
that Mr. Rose made no mistake in changing his purpose, and 
yet there is a lingering thought as to what might have been, 
had a Western Wellesley College been planted in the Miss— 
issippi Valley, on Fort Harrison prairie, in the town of 

Terre Haute. 

For several years prior to 1874 Chauncey Rose considered the 
idea of founding a school in which the students would be taught 
the industrial sciences. He, himself, was an engineer by exver- 
lence and inclination if not by formal training. His interests 
were in transportation and industry. It is natural, therefore, 
that he should consider as one of his major benefactions the 
establishment of a college for technical education. The state 
institutions which had been organized in the Middle West by 1870 
leaned more strongly toward agriculture than toward engineering. 
And, as has been mentioned, he knew from his own experience that 
it was difficult to find men who had adequate and particular 
training in certain vocations of an engineering nature. Mr. Rose 


was, therefore, a pioneer in engineering education in this region 


as he had been a pioneer in settlement and business more than 


fifty years earlier. ‘With a number of trusted friends and 
business associates including Messrs. Josephus Collett, Firmin 
Nippert, Charles R. Peddle, Barnabas C. Hobbs, William A. Jones, 
Demas Deming, Вау б. Jenckes, General Charles Cruft, and Colonel 
William K. Edwards, Chauncey Rose formed a corporation on the 
tenth of September, 1874, known as the Terre Haute School of 
Industrial Science, and entrusted its administration to the 
corporators under the title of managers. 

One month later the Board of Managers was organized with 
the following officers: Fresident, Chauncey Rose; Vice-Fresident, 
Josephus Collett; Treasurer, Demas Deming; Secretary, William K. 
Edwards. At the same time a committee, comorising Messrs. Cruft, 
Peddle, Hobbs, Jones, and Collett was appointed to consider 
plans for carrying into effect the object of the association. 

In December of the same year, 1374, Mr. Rose madehis first 
donation, a deed of convevance of ten acres of land at what is 
now Thirteenth and Locust Streets, the present site of Gerst- 
Meyer Technical High Sehool. In addition to the land, personal 
securities in the amount of $100,000 were assigned to the Board. 
And later in the same month, Mr. Rose made a further gift of 
985,000 in bonds of the Evansville, Terre Haute and Chicago Rail-- 
road Company. 

On September 11, 1875,° one year af der the incorporation of 
the college, the corner stone of its main bhullàing was laid. Оп 
the same day the name was changed by the Board of Managers to 
Rose Folytechnic Institute, in spite of persistent protest from 


the founder, but the desire, not only of his fellow Managers, but 
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also of his fellow citizens, that this benefaction should bear 
his own name at last overcame his objection апа reluctantly he 
gave his consent. 

Construction of the buildings continued steadily, but in 
June, 1577, Mr. Rose resigned as Fresident of the Board because 
of ill health, In deference to his wishes, but most unwillingly, 
his fellow board members reluctantly accepted his resignation. 


Mr. Rose died on August 13th, 1877, at the age of eightv-three 


years. Prior to his death his gifts to the Institute had amount- 
ed to almost $350,000, and his will provided for a bequest of 
more than 3100,000. In addition, as residuary legatee, the col— 
lege received an amount which brought the aggregate of the founder's 
donations to considerably more than one-half million dollars. 

Since none of Mr. Rose's six brothers, nor his sister, left 
any descendants, he outlived all his family. He was never mar-- 
ied, and in his old age the wealth of his affections was turned 
to the founding of the school which bears his name today. As Dr. 
У. We Parsons, late President of Indiana State Normal School, 
said at a Memorial Service in 1914, “Childless in life, he'is the 
intellectual father of anever-increasing number of young men. 
Mortal in flesh, he has achieved immortality in the spirit--- 
immortality here on earth." 

Some delay was occasioned by the settlement of Mr. Rose's 
estate,and the Board felt it wise to wait until the funds in the 
legacy yielded about $25,000 income a year, but by early 1882 the 


Board felt it was ready to make plans to open the Institute. In 


March, 18897 Dr. Charles О, Thompson, Principal of the Free 
Institute of Technology at Worcester, Massachusetts, was chosen 
as presidnet of the faculty. Dr. Thompson was a graduate of 
Dartmouth College, a man of high scholarship, who had had inval- 
uable experience in teaching in the field of technology. After 


selecting his faculty in the spring of 1882, Dr. Thompson sailed 


for Europe in July and spent several months' study of technical 


education in the older foreign schools. Bulletins announcing 


the courses to be offered at Rose were issued in the fall of 


1882, and on March 6th candidates fr admission were examined, 
and a class of twenty-five was selected. 

On March 7th, 1883, inaugural exercises were held, and they 
were attended by many well-wishers of the new college. Besides 
the inaugural address of Dr. Thompson, talks were given by Colonel 


Richard W. Thompson, Secretary of the Navy in the Rutherford в. 


Hayes administration, General John Eaton, United States Commiss- 
ioner of Education, Dr. Moss, President of the State University, 
and Dr. Emerson E. White, President of Purdue University. Dr. 
Thompson explained in his talk that the course of study was to 

be four years in length, that the first year was to include a 
largeamount of practice work---work with the hands in the shops, 
that relavtively more time was tobe given to the humanities than 
in the usual engineering course, and that the course in civil 
engineering was to include a generous amount of work in the mach- 
ine shop. Dr. Thompson believed in a sensible balance between 


theory and practice, and Rose students have benefited Br more 


than fifty years from the tradition he so wisely established. 

Besides the president, Dr. Charles О. Thompson, the faculty 
at the opening of the school in 1885 ineluded: Charles A. Colton, 
Late Assistant to the Professor of Mineralogy in the School of 
mines, Columbia College, New York, Frofessor of Chemistry; Edward 
Barnes, Graduate Student of Johns Hopkins University, Professor 
of the Higher Mathematics; Clarence A. Waldo, Late Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics in Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
Connecticut, Frofessor of Elementary Mathematics and Librarian; 
James A. Wickersham, Late Instructor in Kansas University, Fro- 
fessor of Languages: Edward S. Cobo, Late Assistant Superintend- 
ent of the American Paper Bag Company, Boston, Superintendent of 
Machine Shop; and William L. Ames, Late Student at Cincinnati 
School of Design, Frofessor of Drawing. These men had a deep 
respect for thoroughness. They knew that no engineer could be 
really suecessful unless he had a genuine understanding of the 
scientific principles underlying his work. So, to high school- 
astic standards this new faculty in а new collegeadded a 
liberal reuuirement of courses in basic science and mathematics. 
That custem cf giving a general engineering training instead of 
offering snecialized courses in various narrow fields has been 
followed ever since in the plan of the curriculum. Dr. Thompson 
believed that a polytechnice institution should not be narrow in 
its outlook, for he said: 

The polytechnic is a professional school, and must con- 

centrate itself upon its own special work; but the broader 


the base uvon which it builds, the more massive the 
structure that can be reared. Whether the polytechnic 


course shall rear an obelisk ог а pyramid depends on the 
preparation of its students. 


mee Studies ineluded in the early currieukum were; -alzebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, descriptive geometry, integral calculus, 
physics, chemistry -- both general and analytical, geology, 
mineralogy, metallurgy, mining, civil, topozPraohicaland mech- 
anical engineering, freehand and mechanical drawing, the German 
and French languages, history, English literature, rhetoric, and 
logic. 

When school opened in September, 1883, there were sixteen 
freshmen, twenty-six sophomores, and three juniors, the latter 
having followed Dr. Thomoson from Worcester to Rose. These three 
men were the first graduates of Rose in the class of 1885; they 
were Samuel S. Early, Ozni Р. Hood, and Benjamin McKeen. 

From 1885 to 1887 the mechanical engineerinz coursewas the 
only one fully established. There was no regular professor of 
civil engineering, although instruction in it was given. In 1887 
the civil engineering course was fully organized, апа in 1889 
` the course in chemistry was fully established. By 1390 the 
demand for a special course in electricity led to a modification 
of the mechanical engineering course. A consderable amount of 
laboratory and class work in electricity was suostituted for 
shop work, but a particular degree was not given, however, in 
electrical engineering at that times In 1893 thecekectrical 
engineering-course was established, and in 1898 a course in 


architecture. То order to meet the changing conditions and in 


modifications in all courses 


mrder' to Improve’ the curniculug, 
were made from time to time. The first master of science degree 
was granteċ in 1392 to Taro Tsuji of Tokio, Japan 

Requirements for admission to the Institute have been stead-- 
11у increased. When the school was onened the minimum require- 
ments for admission were equivalent to about two years of high 
school work. Examinations in arithmetic, United States history, 
geography, English grammar, composition, and algebra were held 
for entrance. In 1886 the requirements were advanced to an 
equivalent of at least three years of high school work, and plane 
geometry and more advanced algebra were added to the examination 
subjects. Since 1905 the requirements for admission have been 
graduation from a four-year high school course of study. 

The original campus of Rose Polytechnic Institute was lo- 
cated at the northwest corner of Thirteenth and Locust Streets 
in Terre Haute. It was approximatelv ten acres in extent. At 
the time the site was selected it was thought to be sufficiently 
remote from the center of population to prevent diversion of 
students from their duties, but easy of access by graded and 
graveled streets, and by lines of street railway and Herdic stages. 
There was one large three-story academic building with a basement 
Story for offices, recitation rooms, library, laboratories, models, 
cabinets, museum, etc; a two-story shon building for practice in 
wood and metals, including a smithy foundry, besides power and 
lighting and heating plants; a chemical laboratory, with office, 


store room, and recitation room; this building burned, however, 
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in 1895; and there was a gymnasium with locker rooms, ruobing 
rooms, and shower baths. But the ten acres composing the orig- 
inal gift proved too small for the needs of the institution, and 
as early as 1913 the decision was made tomove the school to more 
commodious quarters, but the first World War and other contin— 
geneies prevented the execution of this plan until 1921, when 
building activities were bugun on the new school plant, located 
five miles east of the downtown city on the old National Road. 
Chauncey Rose would probably be proud and happy today, if he 
could return, to see the original Rose Polytechnic Instititute 
campus being used by з technical high school. 

Thus the dream of a vicneer was fulfilled, and since the 
time of its establishment, about two thousand young men have 
graduated from the polytechnic school established by Chauncey 
Rose. In closing, I should like to quote in part from the clos- 
ing lines of Dr. Charles О, Thompson's inaugural address: 

In this country Lawrence at Cambridge, Van Rensselaer at 

Troy, Sheffield at New Haven, Stevens at Hoboken, Boynton, 

Washburn, and Salisbury at Worcester, Rose at Terre aute, 

Case at Cleveland and many others have said in tones which 

many generations will hear what they think of the value anā 

importance of technical education, and have таб the State 

taegrecuplent sand not the nurse of their bounty. . ss. . 

The city of Terre Haute will cherish none of her.treasures 

longer tban the memory of her princely benefactor; but her 

choicest heritage is the inalienable right to put uron his 
monument with a change of name the inserintion which can be 


read at the grave of Copernicus in Warschau: 


TO CHAUNCEY ROSE, OUR FELLOW CITIZEN 
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monument with a change of name the inscrintion which can be 
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TO CHAUNCEY ROSE, OUR FELLOW CITIZEN 


White Chapel 
Organ and Piano 
Dedication Concert 


January 13, 2002 


The Allen Organ and Steinwav grand piano are the gifts of Alfred Schmidt, a 
Rose-Hulman graduate who spent 46 vears as a member of the college's 
mathematics facultv. 


THOMAS HAZLETON 


"A master of the King of Instruments," according to the Los Angeles Times, Thomas 
Hazleton is considered to be one of the few concert organists equallv at home at the 
console of both classical and theatre organs. Mr. Hazleton was named "Organist of 
the Year" by the American Theatre Organ Society. As a leading recording artist, 
Hazleton has over 40 LP's, Cassette Tapes, and Compact Disc recordings to his 
credit. All have received critical acclaim by the public and critics alike. 


Thomas Hazleton studied at the San Francisco State University, the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, and the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He studied 
with and was Assistant to the noted organist-composer Richard Purvis at San 
Francisco's Grace Cathedral. He was formerly Professor of Organ at the University 
of the Pacific and was Organist and Associate Director of Music at the Menlo Park 
(California) Presbyterian Church. Tom has concertized world wide including venues 
such as the Mormon Tabernacle - Salt Lake City, Sydney Town Hall - Australia, the 
John Wanamaker Store - Philadelphia, St. Paul's Cathedral - London, the Riverside 
Church - New York, and the Crystal Cathedral. 


Thomas Hazleton presently resides in Pennsylvania's Lehigh Valley where he is on 
staff of the Allen Organ Company, the world's largest builder of church and theatre 
organs. As a leading organ designer and tonal consultant, his specifications appear 
on many of the world's finest organs. 


DR. WILLIAM HUGHES 


William Hughes, a member of the piano faculty since 1967, holds the degree, Doctor 
of Musical Arts in performance and Literature (Piano) from the Eastman School of 
Music. He earned the Bachelor of Music degree in Piano (summa cum laude) from 
Muskingum College and the Mast cf Music degree from the University of Illinois. 
He has studied piano with Barry Sryder, Claire Richards, Howard Karp, Malcolm 
Bilson, Jack Peterson, and Paul Parmalee; organ with Wilbur schnitker; and chamber 
music with Stanley Fletcher. He is active as a soloist and chamber msuican, is the 
keyboard player of the Terre Haute Symphony, and is a frequent adjudicator and 
clinician. 


ROSE HULMAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGV 


ORGAN DEDICATION - RECITAL 


THOMAS HAZLETON, ORGANIST 


TUBA TUNE С. S. LANG 
VARIATIONS ON "WHAT GOD ORDAINS IS 

ALWAYS GOOD" J. PACHELBEL 
SHEEP MAY SAFELY GRAZE J. S. BACH 
TOCCATA AND FUGUE IN D MINOR J. S. BACH 
MINUET IN G L. BEETHOVEN 


TOMASO ALBINONI ADAGIO IN G MINOR 


LAMB OF GOD Arr. CAROLYN 
HAMLIN 

THE LITTLE BELLS RICHARD PURVIS 
TOCCATA (SYMPHONY #5) C. M. WIDOR 


IMPROVISATION ON SUBMITTED THEMES 


RHAPSODY DEMOREST 


* DUO PERFORMANCE FEATURING TOM HAZLETON PERFORMING ON 
THE ALLEN THREE MANUAL ORGAN AND PROFESSOR WILLIAM 
HUGHES PERFORMING ON THE STEINWAY CONCERT GRAND 


THE ALLEN THREE MANUAL Мр551 ORGAN 


The Allen MDS51 Organ was built by Allen Organ Company of Macungie, 
Pennsylvania. The sounds are generated digitally, with actual pipe organ sounds 
sampled and stored in computer memory. The Allen tone generation exceeds 
compact disc quality for the highest tonal fidelity. The console is constructed of 
walnut, has traditional movable draw knobs and a locking rolltop. 


The organ has 48 speaking stops. In addition the organ has 4 Solo, 7 Classic, and 3 
Percussion second voices. Through Smart MIDI it has 100 additional liturgical 
voices available through the 100 Voice Expander II installed under the lower right 
keyboard. It has 3 manuals, OST Keyboards, 32 note AGO pedal board, six memory 
capture action, toe studs, 8 tunings, Couplers, classical and full tremulants, three 
expression pedals, great-choir, swell, and crescendo pedal, bar graph indicators, 
illuminated music rack, console controiler, 12 note transposer, digital reverberation, 
and a smart recorder/sequencer capable of storing registrations and hymns to 3.5 
computer disks 


The Allen Organ speaks through a main, volume boost, and festival trumpet audio 
system comprised of a total of 13 full speaker enclosures. 
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Kahn Room, Hulman Memorial Union 
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Evening Program 
Social Time 
Buffet Dinner 


Welcome and Introductions 
Levi Rupp, Iota 2006 


Greetings from the Grand Master Alchemist 
John М. барр, Epsilon 1989 


Gteetings from the Grand Collegiate Alchemist 
Jennifer Showerman, Zeta 1992 


Keynote Speaker 
Harold A. Cowan, Iota 1988 


Recognition of the 2009 Hall of Fame Inductees 
Levi Rupp, lota 2006 


Presentation of other awards and recognitions 


Closing Remarks and Acknowledgements 
Levi Rupp, Iota 2006 


Welcome to Iota Chapter! 


I would like to welcome vou to Rose-Hulman and the 
lota chaptet's centennial celebration! The fraternity has grown 
and evolved since its inception 100 years ago, but our goals of 
promoting the three objects remain the same. I hope you have 
enjoyed this weekend and have been able to rekindle old friend- 
ships and have met new friends along the way. I look forward to 
another 100 years of such great success for the Iota chapter! 


Yours in the double bond, 


Sarah Erhart, Iota 2006 
Mastet Alchemist 


Centennial Speaket 
Harold A. Cowan, Jota 1988 


Harold A. Cowan, Iota 1988, was а 
member of the fall class of 1987 initiated on 
January 13, 1988. He served the 1989-90 
term as VMA under Master Alchemist Robert 
Mark. He was one of NCDC Michael Zach- 
meiet's original Road Warriors traveling nearly 
10,000 miles during his senior year while visit- 
ing 8 chapters and the National Office. In the 
spring of 1990, he helped organize the first 
North Central District Conclave held in many years. He gradu- 
ated with a degree in chemical engineering in 1990. 

He has continued to serve the Fraternity National Of- 
fice through his I.T. skills, being recognized by the Supreme 
Council in 1990, that "his name be added to the National Head- 
quarters Honor Roll for his contributions and continuing assis- 
tance with the National Office computer system." He continues 
to manage the N.O. computer systems and is a frequent assistant 
of the staff during conclave registration. He has attended every 
conclave since 1990. Locally, Harold has graciously opened his 
house each fall for over a decade to provide lodging for brothers 
attending the North Central Regional Conclaves. 

Professionally Harold was worked since graduation for 
Eli Lilly and Company in Indianapolis. Currently working in Par- 
enteral Manufacturing as an Associate Engineering Consultant. 


Hall of Fame 


Three years ago Iota chapter began to explore the idea 
of starting an Iota Chapter Hall of Fame, to be patterned after 
the Fraternity’s national-level Hall of Fame established in 1981. 

The purpose is to honor brothers who have made out- 
standing contributions to the chapter, the Fraternity, the School, 
the chemical sciences, or society. This first class of inductees 
was selected from among the pre-1938 brothers by a committee 
familiar with their accomplichments. Additional members will 
be inducted at the rate of approximately one per year. 


Iota Chapter Hall of Fame 


Edmond Earl Dunlap (1897-1971), Iota 1922, 
was a Terre Haute native. After service in the 
U.S. Army in WWI, he entered Rose Polytechnic 
Institute in the fall of 1919. He was initiated 
into Iota chapter on April 4, 1922. He graduated 
in 1923 with a degtee in chemical engineering. 
He worked in Indianapolis for the next 43 years 
as a bridge design engineer for the State Highway 
Department. He retired in 1966 and died in 
1971. His wife Marcile died in February 1984. It was her will 
which provided the funds for scholarships and grants-in-aid, and 
which was the major driving force to refound Iota chapter. 


Joseph Hepp (1889-1937), Iota 1909 , an Iota 
charter member. He was Iota's first Reporter, 
the second Master Alchemist, and the delegate to 
the 1910 Conclave. He was a member of the St. 
Louis Professional Chapter and their 1922 and 

aa 1924 Conclave delegate. It was Hepp who urged 
the publication of a chapter newsletter in 1924. 

= Hepp was known to most all Iota brothers as a 

= frequent visitor for initiations and banquets, and 
was toastmaster at the chapter’s banquet held for Dr. White’s re- 
tirement in 1936. He died on October 21, 1937, having spent his 
last year fighting for the rehabilitation of Iota. 


Dr. William A. Noyes, Jr. (1857-1941), Zeta 
1912, served as chemistry professor at Rose for 
17 years, 1886-1903. After 4 years at the Bureau 
of Standards, Noyes went to the University of 
Illinois in 1907, where he joined Zeta chapter 
and built their chemistry department to world- 
class status during the next 19 years. He au- 
thored or co-authored 154 scientific papers in- \ 
cluding 49 while at Rose, which required a senior ^^^ 
thesis as part of the required curticulum. He served as president 
of the ACS in 1920, and edited their Journal for 15 years. The 
main chemistry building at Illinois was named for him in 1939. 


2009 Inductees 


Joseph B. Weaver (1912-1988), Iota 1933, 
served as Reporter, Recorder, and Vice Master 
Alchemist before graduating in 1935. He served 
as the Master Alchemist for the reactivation 
pledging ceremony in the spring of 1984. Both 
he and his wife Reba attended Iota chapter's re- 
activation banquet in October 1984, where he 
presented the original 1909 charter back to the 
chapter. He went on to setve on the E. E. Dun- 
lap Scholarship Committee from 1985 until his passing in 1988. 
At the national level, he served on the Mathews Loan Committee 
and the Headquarters Committee. 


Dr. John White (1866-1959), Iota 1910, was ed- 
ucated at Johns Hopkins University. After stints 
at Cornell, Nebraska, and study abroad in Ger- 
many and Switzerland, he came to Rose in 1903. 
He served as Iota's chapter advisor from 1909 
until his retirement in 1936. In addition to his 
duties chairing the chemistry and chemical engi- 
neering faculty, Dr. White held many administra- 
tive positions during his 33 years of service, in- 
cluding dean, vice president and twice as acting president. A 
highly respected teacher, he taught students that an engineer must 
be both a citizen and a scientist. He died in 1959 at the age of 93. 


Hugo Edmund *H. E." Wiedemann (1882- 
1976), Alpha Epsilon 1921, graduated from Rose 
in 1903, six vears before Iota was founded. He 
was initiated into Alpha Epsilon chapter in 1921, 
as а “chemist of special merit.” He passed 
through the ranks of the St. Louis Professional 
Chapter, served as District Deputy 1926-30, two 
ĦA terms as Grand Professional Alchemist 1930-34, 
“and Grand Master Alchemist 1934-36. He was а 
consulting chemist with an office in St Louis! Chemical Building. 
He also setved as the State Chemist of Missouri. He was a fre- 
quent and popular after dinner speaker known for his wit. 


A Brief History of Iota Chapter 


Setting the Stage 


Chauncey Rose, the founder of 
Rose Polytechnic Institute, was born in 
Wethersfield Meadow, Connecticut, on 
December 24, 1794. One of eight chil- 
dren, he received only a brief formal edu- 
cation. He came west in 1817. He tra- 
versed Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, Illi- 
nois, Tennessee, and Alabama before set- 
tling near Terre Haute in April of 1818. 
After a brief residency in Parke County 
from 1819 to 1825, he moved permanently © 
to Terre Haute in 1825, and built up a iens 
large fortune in land, trading, and local Chauncey Rose 
railroads. 


While working with the railroads, Rose found great diffi- 
culty obtaining qualified technical men so far west. To alleviate 
the problem, Rose and a group of his trusted friends and business 
associates formed a corporation known as the “Terre Haute 
School of Industrial Science” on September 10, 1874. Contracts 
were let for a building and the cornerstone laid on September 11, 
1875, the same day the Board of Managers renamed the school 
“The Rose Polytechnic Institute” over the objections of 
Chauncey Rose. Rose did not live to see the opening of the Insti- 
tute having passed away at the age of 83 on August 13, 1877. 


The original Rose Polytechnic 
Institute building on the 
northwest comer of Thir- 
teenth and Locust Streets, 
housed Rose Poly from 1883 
to 1922, and Gerstmeyer 
Technical High School from 
1923 to 1971, before being 
razed. 


President Chatles O. Thompson opened the Institute on 
March 7, 1883, to 25 students. The first degrees were granted in 
1885, all in mechanical engineering. The first civil engineering de- 
gtee was granted in 1886, the first chemical engineering degree in 
1889, and the first electrical engineering degree in 1893. The 
School's Fourth catalog published in the spring of 1886 is the 
first to list the chemical program; and Rose was the first school in 
the United States to actually grant a chemical engineering degree 
when Walter B. Wiley received his degree in 1889. Other schools 
with early chemical programs were МІТ. and Michigan. 

Rose's first chemistry professor was Charles A. Colton 
who stayed two years, 1883-85. Assistant Walter J. Keith covered 
the 1885-86 year before Professor William A. Nores Sr., came to 
Rose in the fall of 1886. ; 

Beginning in 1895, 
the chemistry department 
doubled in size with the ad- 
dition of an Instructor in 
Chemistry, usually filled 
with a new B.S. chemist for 
a one-year appointment, | 
Of special note is Austin М. 
Pattetson, Ph.D., who 
staved two veats as an In- 
structor before going on to 


Second chemical laboratory as it appeared 
near the time of lota's founding. It was 


later edit his popular 7" located north of (and with good reason, 
French and German dictio- considerably away from!) the Main building, 
naries for chemists. since the first chemical lab burned in 1895. 


The Founding of Iota Chapter 


As the 1908-09 school year began. Dr. Carl Leo Mees 
was serving as Rose's fourth president, a position he had occu- 
pied since 1895; Professor Noyes had left Rose in 1903 for the 
National Bureau of Standards, replaced that fall by Dr. John 
White at a beginning salary of $2000; and Rufus A. Barnes, Alpha 
1908, held the annual appointment as Instructor of Chemistry for 
1908-09, having just received his B.S. from the University of Wis- 
consin in the spring of 1908. 


Upon teaching Rose, Brother Barnes found that the 
usual chemistry club prevalent at such institutions was absent. 
From his own experience with the Alpha chapter at Wisconsin, he 
suggested a local chemistry fraternity be formed. Four senior 
chemistry students tecognized the value of such an enterprise and 
established the S.E.C. local chemistry fraternity in October 1908 
with six charter members: Henry J. Bangert, Harold Isenberg, 
Rolla S. Wilson, Joseph V. Davidson, Ralph Flood, and Frederick 
W. Kroemer. The fraternity adopted a constitution, rituals, and 
badge. The group wanted to expand and initiated Frank W. Co- 
hen, Joseph A. Hepp, and Donald M. Hubbard (all freshmen) in 
January 1909. 

Knowing that Alpha Chi Sigma chapters had recently 
been founded at nearby Indiana University in February 1908, and 
at the University of Illinois in April 1908, Brother Barnes con- 
tacted Grand Master Alchemist J. Howard Mathews and other 
members of the Alpha Chi Sigma Fraternity. In February 1909, at 
the beginning of the second semester, Brother Barnes explained 
to the S.E.C. the importance of a formal association with a na- 
tional chemistry organization. 

A petition to Alpha Chi Sigma was forwarded to Grand 
Recorder E. L. Leasman on April 30, 1909, along with a letter of 
transmittal from J. V. Davidson, the secretary of the S.E.C. group. 

Grand Historian 
Harry Curtis describes the 
petition: “In view of the type- 
written and poorly prepared 
petition which the council had 
received up to this time, the 
S.E.C. petition must, indeed, 
have been a pleasant surprise. 
It was printed on Old Strat- 
ford paper in three colors, 
with the Institution's seal em- 
bossed on the sheets carrying 
the signatures. The petition Top portion of Iota's petition 
was signed by the nine active 
members of S.E.C. whose names are given above, and carried hand- 
written letters of recommendation from Prof. John White, chairman of 
the Chemistry Department; Dr. C. Leo Mees, President of the Insti- 
tute; and John B. Peddle, professor of Machine Design." 


TAXŻ 


Greetinga from the B. E. U. Fraternity 
of Bose Polytechnte Inatitete 


БАНЕ Rose Polytechnic institute, located at Terre 
<) Haute, Indiana, is а non-denominational school, 


T 


independent of State support, endowed and founded 
^ by Chauncey Rose in 1874. Rose їз an Institution 
ES xd offering technical education to young men in 
x t М Mechanical, Electrical, Civil, Architectural and 

"ABUS Chemical Engineering. The total enrollment 
averages about two hundred and thirty, the full capacity of the 
Institute. The Freshman class is limited to sixty-five membert 
and the school is the only one of ite kind in this country with a 


The petition was approved by the 
Supreme Council on Mav 10, 1909, and GR 
Leasman wrote Davidson the next day to in- 
form him. The installation was scheduled for 
Saturday, May 22, 1909. 

The installation was conducted by 
(Alpha founder) GMA J. Howard Mathews and 
Grand Master of Ceremonies L. S. Palmer with 

3 the assistance of seven Zeta brothers: George 
GMA C. Bartels, Harry S. Hill, Nehimiah W. Hill, 
J. Howard Mathews Otto C. Stanger, Roger C. Williams, Warren S. 
Wiliams, and Frank Wills. 

Joseph V. Davidson was put through the ritual held at 
the Filbeck Hotel. Davidson was subsequently elected the chap- 
ter's first Master Alchemist. Joseph A. Hepp became the first Re- 
porter. GMA Mathews returned to Madison where he related 
news at the next Alpha chapter meeting of the installations of 
Theta, Iota, and Kappa chapters. 


Iota charter signed by Grand Master Alchemist J. Howard Mathews, Vice Grand 
Master Alchemist Russell S. McBride, Grand Recorder Emil L. Leasman, Grand 
Master of Ceremonies L. S. Palmer, and Grand Treasurer Edwin J. Bartels. Al- 
phabetically the nine charter members of Iota chapter are: Henry John Bangert, 
Frank Cohen, Joseph Valentine Davidson, Ralph Lewis Flood, Joseph Anthony 
Hepp, Donald Merton Hubbard, Harold Isenberg, Frederick Willam Kroemer, 
Jr., and Rolla Samuel Wilson. 


CHEMICAL STUDENTS JOIN 
NATIONAL COLLEGE SOCIETY 


77 Members of S. E. C. of Rose Poly- 
technic Form Chapter of Alpha 
Chi Sigma Fraternity. 


The S. E. C, a society composed of 
members of the chemical department 
of the Rose Polytechnic institute be- 
E zs came the Iota chapter of the Alpha 

Chi Sigma chemical fraternity Sat- 
The Filbeck Hotel, urday night at the Filbeck hotel. The 

Я RA i installation services were conducted 

site of Iota's installation. by three of the grand officers of the 
aps fraternity from Wisconsin, Missouri 

and ПИпоіз, A number of members of 
the fraternity from other schools were 
present at the exercises, After the 
installation ceremonies were completed 
1 а luneheon waa given at Campbell's 
Joseph V, Davidson, and the guests were also given £ din- 
Iota's first ner Sunday at the Terre Haute house. 
Master Alchemist. The new fraternity which has en- 
tered the lists at Rose Poly haa chap- 
tera in the following schools: Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, University of Min- 
nesota, Case School,of Applied Science, 
University of Missouri, University of 
Indlana, University of Illinois, Univer- 
sity of Colorado, University of Ne- 
1 i braska, Rose Palytechnic and Univtr- 
T.H. Tribune article, May 24, 1909, KU e 


The First Year 


In June 1909, Barnes’ one-year instructorship ended and 
Brothers Bangert, Isenberg, and Wilson graduated. Cohen trans- 
ferred to Zeta Chapter at Illinois, so only five of the original 
brothers returned in the fall. The smallness of the chapter was to 
be a feature of Iota for most of the next 20 years due to competi- 
tion from the social fraternities and the small school enrollment, 
which was about 230 in 1909. 

The chapter rented a house at 1107 North 8th Street. 
Iota chapter had the entire upper floor. Three collegiate mem- 
bers were initiated during the 1909-10 academic year, Raymond 
Buck, Edward A. Scheffel, and Harry L. Deck. Two honorary 
members, Dr. John White and Dr. Carl Leo Mees were also initi- 
ated during the first anniversary banquet held at the Terre Haute 
House on May 21, 1910. 

Joseph Hepp was elected to be the second Master Al- 
chemist and the delegate to the 1910 conclave in Madison where 
all eleven chapters were represented — an inctease of 4 chapters in 
two years. 


: Tota in early 1910, and the 

: first appearance in the year- 
book. It includes five of 
the founders (*): 

- Davidson* - Flood* 

Hepp* - Deck 

7 Buck - Scheffel 

7 Kroemer* - Hubbard* 
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Iota chapter rented this 
house for 1909-10 and 
1911-16, located at 1107 

- North 8th Street. A change 
of ownership resulted in the 
loss of the house in 1916. 


Iota's three honorary members: 
Dr. John White, Гога 7970, on the faculty 1903-36, Iota chapter advisor 1909-36. 
Dr. Carl Leo Mees, Foza 1910, physics professor on the faculty 1887-1919. 
Fourth President of Rose 1895-1919. To know each freshman he continued to 
teach freshman physics while serving as president. 
Joseph Newell Stephenson, Iota 1911, an instructor in chemistry from 1910 to 
1913. He received his M.S. from Rose in 1911, moved east and subsequently 
published several technical books on the paper industry. 
Honorary memberships were not granted after 1913, so all subsequent faculty 
were initiated as professional members. 


The 1910s 


Unable to keep the same house, chapter meetings for 
1910-11 were held at 925 North 7th Street, where two brothers 
were rooming, Joseph N. Stephenson was initiated during 1911 
as the chapter’s third honorary brother. 

Tota successfully rented its old chapter house at 1107 
North 8th Street again for meetings in 1911-12, and continued 
there until 1916. At the end of the year Edward Scheffel was 
elected to represent Iota at the 1912 Conclave. 


“Jota at work” from the November 1911 issue of The Hexagon. The brothers are 
identified as Beck, Hubbard, Scheffel, Rommel, Hepp, Deck, and Buck. 


Tota Chapter looking more serious in the fall of 1912. 


The Legend of Rosaniline - Part I 


The origin of Rosaniline Ammonia, Iota's mascot cat, 
originates from two shott articles in the March and November 
1912 issues of The Hexagon: 

“A stray cat has taken the chemical laboratory for a home and is 
making rapid progress in chemistry, having already learned what a wash 
bottle is.” and 

“Rosaniline Ammonia, our feline mascot, departed life early in 
June, and her position has not yet been filled. Indeed, we are of the opinion 
that her equal as a mouse catcher and amusement producer, can never be 
found. The exact cause of her demise is unknown. Many think she died of 
grief at the seniors’ departure, but those who have inside information know 
she died a martyr to chemical research.” 

These two articles led to her resurrection in 1998. Then 
another reference was found in the 1913 Modulus, published in 
the summer of 1912, no doubt referring to the same feline: 

“OBITUARY. Just as we go to press, there comes to us the sad 
news of the untimely demise of Rosaniline Magnesia, feline, the pet of the 
Chemists and the pride of Doc White. She made her home for many days 
under the kindly shelter of the Chem Lab roof, and was beloved by all who 
came in contact with her. She sickened of her mortal illness several days 
ago, and was mercifully put out of her misery by Judy Adams, who not only 
served as chief executioner, but also as undertaker. Stephie acted as chief 
mourner, and the funeral oration was delivered by the Reverend George Mc- 
Chellan Derr, late of the Williamsport Dickinson Seminary. Sic transit 
gloria mundi.” 

Thus her true original name may be shrouded in mys- 
tery. Was she Rosaniline Ammonia or Rosaniline Magnesia? 
Dr. White answered the question at the February 18, 1932, chap- 
ter meeting when he “gave an enlightening story of the old pet 
cat called Rosaniline Ammonia.” 


Chemical engineering had an enrollment of 19 new fresh- 
men in the fall of 1912 compared to the normal of about stx, but 
Iota membership remained small. Alpha Chi Sigma was a mem- 
ber of the inter-fraternity council and had to abide by the rush 
rules for the social fraternities, which often put the chapter in di- 
rect competition with the social fraternities for the available 
pledges. This was made more difficult since Alpha Chi Sigma was 


the only fraternity on campus, which does not pledge freshmen. 
Also some sophomotes did not want to join a professional frater- 
nity after joining a social fraternity in their freshman year. Iota 
asked for waivers or changes in the National bylaws more than 
once, but was tutned down. 

Some of the early activities were theater parties, wienet 
roasts, and smokers. The chapter held its first annual dance on 
May 2, 1913, at the Elks Club. Chapter meetings often included 
reading scientific articles or having guests from the faculty or 
community to speak to the chapter. Meeting frequency varied 
over the years - weekly, biweekly, and monthly. 

Throughout the early years, Iota chapter was in excellent 
academic standing, often beating the social fraternities, the all- 
student averages, and in the spring of 1915, even the baseball 
team's academic average by 7 points. Growing enrollment in- 
creased the number of chemical engineers and Iota membership 
gradually swelled with seven new members in 1917-18, three in 
1918-19, and five in 1919-20. Many Iota brothers served in the 
Armed Forces in WWI or in wat-supporting industries. 

Several fraternal field trips were scheduled for the spring 
of 1919, including tours of Columbian Enameling and Stamping 
Company and the Indiana Coke and By-Products Company. The 
chapter also competed in the inter-fraternity track meet in the 
spring of 1919, and went for a boat ride on the Wabash River in 
May. 

д A new house was found їп the fall of 1919 at 2206 North 
10th Street. The house was decorated in the Fraternity colors and 
' was opened with a dance featuring live music. Monthly meetings 
were held throughout the year. 


The 1920s 


The decade began with the initiation of Iota’s fourth pro- 
fessor, Errol Lionel Fox in June 1920. He was an instructor of 
chemistry at Rose 1919-23. Social events continued to be promi- 
nent with a Christmas dance, theater parties, and more boat rides. 
One dance held at the Phoenix Club in the spring of 1921 had 
program cards in the shape of dessicators in the fraternity colors. 

Two very important events occurred in 1922. The first 
was the spring initiation of Edmond Earl Dunlap, who would be 


important to the tefounding of the chapter many years later. The 
second event was the move in the fall of 1922 to the new campus 
east of town. 


Iota chapter in 
1922. Brother 
Dunlap is in the 
front row, sec- 
ond from the 
right. 


Iota remained much the same size throughout the 1920s | 
with an average of 3 men initiated per year. Pledge classes were 
often a single candidate. Between the founding and 1924 there 
were 22 individual initiations, 18 in pairs and 12 in threesomes. 
Four were initiated in a single class in January 1925 and 5 in a 
class in January 1926. The largest class prior to 1938 was a group 
of 9 in March 1931. 

Iota did see an increase in the professional contacts dur- 
ing the decade. Alumni werte regular visitors for meetings and 
other chapter events. The 1922 conclave saw the formal recogni- 
tion of the Professional Branch. The former Alumni Chapters 
quickly became Professional Chapters, spranging up in Indi- | 
anapolis, St Louis, and other cities. Iota founder Joseph Hepp | 
was active in the St Louis Alumni Chapter and the new Profes- 
sional Chapter, so that 1903 Rose Poly alum H. E. Wiedemann | 
was soon initiated there as a professional member through the aid | 


Iota in 1924. President Emeritus Mees is in the center, 
Dr. White is behind him to the right. 


of Alpha Epsilon chapter. And from the east, Iota chapter played 
host to the Indianapolis Pro Chapter with a banquet at the local 
Elks Club in 1927. 

At the urging of Brother Hepp, Iota began to publish a 
chapter newsletter. The first issue of the Io/a Rose was published 
December 1, 1924. It was intended to be monthly, but appeared 
only intermittently until about 1935. 

The departing seniors were honored at the annual 
farewell party at Turkey Run State Park in 1928. In 1929 the 
chapter entered into contract with the National headquarters to 
supply certain unspecified items for the initiation ceremony. 


John В. Kuebler, Epsilon 1910, became Grand Recorder 
in 1926, and was a frequent visitor to Iota as an active 
member of the Indianapolis Professional Chapter. 


Dr. Alfred T. Child was initiated in 
June 1929. He had been an associ- 
ate professor of chemical engineer- 
ing at Rose since 1919, and re- 
mained on the faculty until 1937. 


Dr. Edwin Mann was initiated in June 1933. He had 
been a chemistry instructor at Rose since 1930, and 
remained on the staff until his death in 1939. 


The 1930s 


Initiations swelled in 1929-30 with six new btothers, and 
the chapter moved into vet anothet house in the spring of 1930 — 
this time at 1811 Chestnut Street. The pledging process in the 
1930s first involved a departmental party followed by two pledge 
meetings. The first meeting was a general one, and the second 
one was for those truly serious about pledging. The new pledges 
were welcomed with a banquet, often at the Elks Club, where the 
pledges were requited to write and present a 250-500 word essay 
on such topics as “Development of the Machine to Bore a Hole 
in Spaghetti,” “A Critical Survey of the Gum Drop Industry,” 
“Hunting Big Game with a Test Tube Holder,” “Hazards at the 
Nineteenth Hole,” “Number of Pancakes to Shingle a Dog 
House,” “Man Versus Donkey in Mathematics,” “How to Make 
Ethyl Uranate,” or “Outlook of the Tuning Fork Industry.” The 
pledges followed through with a pledge project and were initiated. 
The entire process often took a semester or more. 

Meetings were held monthly during the 1930s. The 
February 12, 1932 minutes record that “a fine of 25 cents was 
formally placed on absences from meetings without a properly 
presented excuse.” 

The chapter celebrated the thirtieth anniversary of the 
founding with a banquet at the Elks Club in January 1933. Sev- 
eral Iota brothers attended the first district conclave in June 1933, 
held at Turkey Run State Park. These mini-conclaves were held 
every two years thereafter through 1967, and provided time to 
socialize and plan since many of the National officers were often 
in attendance. 


в в = 


Three early Iota brothers won the gold Heminway Medal, awarded to the senior 
with the highest standing: Melburn Heinig in 1928, C. Chester Stock in 1932, and 
J. Dunlap McNair in 1933. 


Immediately after the 1933 district conclave it was an- 
nounced that the 1934 National Conclave would be held in 
Bloomington, Indiana, hosted by Epsilon with Iota and the Indi- 
anapolis Professional Chapter as co-hosts. lota representatives 
attended many organizational meetings. Dan Overholser was the 
official delegate. Collegiates James Hoffman, Richard Toner, 
Joseph Weaver, and pledge Edd A. Coons also attended. Colle- 
giates John Moore and Paul Smith were there for part of the 
week. Two former Iota MAs, Paul Curtis, 7977, and Mortis Shat- 
tuck, 7927, were also present. 

The Conclave passed 40 motions including two related to 
Iota chapter. The first was the election of H. E. Wiedemann, A/- 
pha Epsilon 1921, to the post of Grand Master Alchemist. He is 
only Rose alum among the Order of Altotus. 


1903 Rose alum H. E. Wiedemann depicted with Rosie. As 
he left the GMA-ship in 1936 he received a diamond bor- 
dered pin signifying his membership in the Order of Altotus. 
The pin was later given to Iota chapter by his widow. He 
also designed the Fraternity bookplate. 


The second was a motion “that the Supreme Council be 
instructed to prepare a pledge manual to be circulated among the 
chapters." The initial momentum for this project came from 
Richard Toner, the MA of Iota, who prepared a seven page, 
mitneographed manual early in the fall of 1933 for use by Iota's 
pledges. A copy was soon circulated among the Fraternity's Na- 
tional leaders, who recognized the value of such a document and 
Toner was lauded in The Hexagon fot his outstanding accomplish- 
ment. The conclave motion lead to GMC Walter Ritchie issuing 
a trial edition in 1935, which was so well received that a revised 
"first edition" was released in 1936. 


Iota group photo used in the 1934 Conclave booklet. At the time there were 12 
actives, 21 pledges, and 3 faculty. Drs. Child, White, and Mann are in the second 
row. Richard Toner is in the front row at the far right. This photo includes at 
least 2 pledges who were never initiated. 


Chemistry labs in 1936. 


Pose алыс INSTITUTE 


м Тре Iota Rose newsletter, spring 1936. 


The second district conclave was held at Turkev Run 
State Park in the summet of 1935 with 93 in attendance, including 
44 brothers. Iota brother Richard Toner entertained the atten- 
dees with a magic show. The fall 1935 pledge class presented the 
department with a hexagonally shaped bulletin board. 

In the spring of 1936, word spread of the retirement of 
Dr. John White, Iota's advisor since its founding. A farewell ban- 
quet was planned. GMA H. E. Wiedemann, GPA William Hig- 
burg, and GR John Kuebler were in attendance. Joseph Hepp 
was toastmaster and read excerpts from the original 1909 minute 
book. The chapter presented Dr. White with a specially modified 
alumni charm with pearl border, ruby points, and gold frame. 


Going Inactive: 1936-38 


The 1935-36 school year had seen five new brothers initi- 
ated and there was a record 20 pledges in December 1935 to be 
initiated in the fall of 1936. The period of pledgeship was signifi- 
cantly longer in those days and lasted through the summer for the 
spring pledges. The chapter always had a large number of pledges 
who were given most of the privileges of membership and many 
never completed the process of formal initiation. 

The chapter was also praised by the District Counselor in 
his annual report. But Dr. White had retired in the spring of 
1936, and no mote initiations were held. Only five brothers were 
scheduled to return in the fall of 1936, and that was soon reduced 
to three. Edward Coons and MA-to-be Eatl Cromwell were in 
ROTC camp in Kentucky. On June 28, 1936, Coons, Cromwell 
and two other Rose students were returning to Fort Knox when 
their car went off the road. Earl Cromwell was killed and Coons 
seriously injured, not returning to school for two years. The 
other two occupants suffered only minor injuries. Robert Sears 
became MA exactly one month after his own initiation. Sears and 
the remaining two brothers held the traditional pledge banquet in 
December 1936, with the help of the Terre Haute Professional 
Chapter, but no initiation followed. 

Dr. Ralph K. Strong was Dr. White's replacement in the 
fall of 1956. He was not a brother and instead desired a chapter 
of AIChE Money was also a considerable factor in his argument. 
In addition to the $25 national initiation fees, Iota collected $18 
annual dues. Student membership in AIChE cost 50 cents. 
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The AIChE 
charter dated 
February 12, 1937. 


Not surptisingly, many of the Iota pledges from the De- 
cember 1935, pledge class were among the charter members of 
AIChE, including the Iota pledge class president who soon be- 
came the vice president of the new AIChE chapter. The AIChE 
group was chartered February 12, 1937, and installed on March 
18. The last recorded meeting of Iota chapter was held in the 
early spring of 1937. On April 8, 1957, Tota chapter was placed 
on probation for "failure to operate." 

Further efforts at resuscitation fell short as Dr. Child re- 
signed from the faculty on September 1, 1937, followed closely by 
the death of Iota founder Joseph Hepp on October 21, 1937. 
Hepp, Richard Toner, and members of the Terre Haute Profes- 
sional Chapter tried to intervene to save Iota chapter. Despite 
these efforts, Iota chapter was declared inactive by Supreme 
Council Resolution 884 on June 25, 1938, and the chapter proper- 
ties returned to the national headquarters for safekeeping. 


The Interim Period: 1938-84 


Several things of note occurred during the period of 
Iota's inactivity. Institutionally, Rose was on a semester system 
until WWII, when a summer semester was added to support the 
war effort. After the war, Rose expetimented with both quarters 
and semesters for 2 decades before finally settling on a quarter 
system in 1965. The Board of Managers also accepted the assets 
of the Hulman Foundation and changed the name of the school 
to Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in 1971. 

Changes also occurred within the chemical sciences. The 
Board of Managers approved expansion of the curricula beyond 
engineering with the addition of pure sciences programs in chem- 
istry, mathematics, and physics in the fall of 1958. The first 
chemistry degree was granted in 1960. Rose briefly granted an 
MS in chemistry in the early 1970s, as well as offering a short- 
lived biological engineering program. 

Organizationally, the chemistry and chemical engineering 
departments were made independent of each other in the 1950s 
with two chairs. It remained this way until 1972 when they were 
recombined into the “division of chemistry and chemical engi- 
neering” with one chair. This division arrangement lasted 11 
years until 1983 when the departments were again separated with 


These three 
brothers were 
on the Rose | 
facultv during 
the interim 
period. 


Dr. Odon S. Knight, Dr. Oran M. Knudsen, Anthonv G. Blake, 
Eta 1928, оп ChE Abba Upsilon 1943, Tota 1930, on ChE 
facultv 1939-46. Chem faculty 1946-75. faculty 1958-77. 


- In addition to the 1957 AIChE chap- 
ter, two other groups in the chemical 
sciences received charters during 
Iota's inactive period. The Charter 
for the Rose Student Affiliates Chap- 
ter of the American Chemical Society 
was granted on September 18, 1961. 


The charter for the Rose 
chapter of Omega Chi Ep- 
silon, a national honorarv 
society in chemical engineer- 
ing, was granted on May 23, 
1969. 


Dr. Dennis Lewis as chair of chemistry and Dr. Sam Hite as chair 
of chemical engineering. This separation came as the Olin Foun- 
dation provided the funding for Olin Hall, dedicated in the fall of 
1983 to serve as a home for chemical and civil engineering. The 
chemistry department also received updated quarters as the last 
portions of Moench Hall were renovated in 1988. 

More recently, Rose-Hulman established the department 
of Applied Biology and Biomedical Engineering in 1998. The ex- 
isting MS program was augmented by accepting BS-level students 
in applied biology in 2001, and biomedical engineering in 2003. 
Beginning in the fall of 2009, a degree in biochemistry has been 
added within the department of chemistry. 


DR JOHN WHITE 


This commemorative bronze MEMORIAL 

sign in the chemistry depart- | р 
ment notes Dr. John Whites {| CHEMISTRY LABORATOR 
service to the department and TE WAS PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY AND DEF 
tne shodl: 903-1925. АНО PROFESSOR OF CHEMICAL EI 


EMISTRY AND DEPARTMENT HEAD. 1925-19 


0 SERVED ROSE AS ACTING PRESIDENT, VIC 
à MEMBER DF THE BOARD OF MANAGE 


1967 


Throughout the early period of Iota's inactivitv Alpha 
Chi Sigma brothers were still professionally active in Terre Haute. 
The Теге Haute Professional Group had been organized in 1933, 
for the purpose of supporting Iota Chapter and the 1934 con- 
clave at Indiana University. Many of these professional brothers 
in Terre Haute worked for the Commercial Solvents Corporation. 
Momentum built after the conclave and the Group petitioned the 
Supreme Council to become the Terre Haute Professional Chap- 
tet, which was approved on November 28, 1934. Seven of the 
thirteen charter members were Iota brothers. 

The new Chapter assumed the task of organizing the dis- 
trict conclave at Turkey Run State Park beginning in 1935 and 
continued biennially until the late 1960s. The Chapter typically 
held monthly meetings during the school year with various enter- 
tainments. Poker dominated. In March 1936, the chapter played 
a new board game called *Monopoly." The Terre Haute Profes- 
sional Chapter remained active into the 1970s, finally becoming 
inactive in the fall of 1978. 


Refounding 


Several attempts top reactivate Iota Chapter were made 
over the years. The first serious attempt came in the spring of 
1961. North Central District Counselor Norman O. Long 
sparked interest with the Terre Haute Professional Chapter, Rose 
Poly President Ralph A. Morgen, and the Rose faculty. Rose had 
two brothers on the faculty at that time: Dr. Oran M. Knudsen, 
Alpha Upsilon 1944; and Professor Anthony G. Blake, Iota 1930. 
Plans were put on hold when President Morgen resigned in the 
summer of 1961, and interest soon waned. 


Dr. Knudsen 
retired in 1975, 
and Professor 
Blake in 1977, 
but three other 
brothers had 
joined the fac- 
ulty by 1984. 


Dr. Theodore Sakano, Dr. Sam C. Hite, Dr. Edward Mottel, 
Abha 1961, оп Chem Beta Ми 1955, ChE Alpha Theta 1972, on 
faculty 1965-86. faculty 1966-90. Chem faculty 1976-. 


A revival was again a possibility in the summer of 1982 
when correspondence was exchanged between Dr. Mottel and 
past-Grand Master Alchemist Ronald T. Pflaum, both brothers of 
Alpha Theta Chapter. The close proximity of Epsilon, Zeta, and 
Beta Nu chapters was noted, but nothing concrete resulted. 

The third time was a charm. It involved a receptive pres- 
ident and faculty at Rose; Grand Professional Alchemist Lynn A. 
Swanson, Beta 1963, living in Terre Haute at that time; and the 
passing of the widow of Edmond Earl Dunlap, Iota 1922. 

Brother Dunlap had passed away in 1971, and his widow Marcile 
lived on until early 1984. After minor bequests, the residuatv of 
her estate would go to the Iota chapter as a revolving student loan 
fund - ultimately administered as a scholarship fund by the Alpha 
Chi Sigma Education Foundation. 

In an attempt to fully utilize the funds, Dr. Frank A. 
Guthrie and GPA Swanson began to explore the possibility of 
reactivation in late March 1984. Rose-Hulman President Dr. 
Samuel Hulbert and chemistry department chair Dr. Dennis A. 
Lewis lent their support. Information on reactivation and the his- 
tory of the original Iota chapter was obtained. 

On Tuesday, April 24, 1984, GPA Swanson presented an 
information session to Dr. Guthrie, Dr. Lewis and 18 students. 
Six more students expressed interest before the second meeting 
on May 1, 1984. Dr. Guthrie and the 19 students present at the 
second meeting voted to attempt the reactivation. They set forth 
a timetable for pledging, requesting reactivation from the 
Supreme Council, and conducting an actual initiation ceremony. 
A steering committee of David Demeter (chair), Steve Stier and 
Robert Jacoby was formed to aid the process. 


Dr. Frank A. Guthrie, Iota 1984, served on the chem- 
istry faculty from 1952 to 1995. The primary force in 
Iota's reactivation. He served as chapter advisor 1984- 
85. He has served continuously on the Dunlap schol- 
arship committee since 1984. He has also served as a 
Professional Representative, 1997-2000. He is also 
active in the American Chemical Society and the Indi- 
ana Academy of Science, serving as president in 1970. 


Dr. Lynn A. Swanson, Beta 1963, Order of Altotus, 
served as NCDC during the 1970s, then appointed in 
1979 as GCA on the Supreme Council to fill a vacancy, 
elected to full term as ССА 1980-82, GPA 1982-84 
and GMA 1984-86. He was the primary link between 
the school and the Fraternity. He was a frequent visi- 
tor at Iota events. He now resides in Minnesota. 


The formal pledging ceremony occurred on Sunday, May 
13, 1984, at the home of GPA Swanson. 11 students and two 
faculty members were pledged. The pledge fee was $15. Two 
other students who were unable to attend the pledge ceremony 
were to be pledged in the fall. Brother Joseph B. Weaver, Iota 
1933, performed the part of Master Alchemist. The ceremony 
was attended by NCDC Rebecca Kenyon, Bera Rho 1979; Allan Е. 
Gossman, Beta Nu 1972; William Phillips, Epsilon 1946; Richard 
Bidwell, Gazzza 1961; His Meng, Zeta 1972; Theodore Sakano, 
Alpha 1961, and Edward Mottel, Alpha Theta 1972. The cere- 
mony was followed by a wine and cheese reception. Temporary 
officers were soon elected to aid in the reactivation process: 


MA — David Demeter Treasurer — Robert Jacoby 
VMA — Steve Stier Recorder — Tom Sliwa 
MC — Jim Sherwood Reporter — Gregory Howearth 


Alum Sec — Gregory Howearth Advisor — Dr. Frank Guthrie 


A formal petition for the reactivation of Iota chapter was 
forwarded to the Supreme Council on May 23, 1984. It was 
signed by 12 students, Dr. Guthrie, and Dr. Allison. Supreme 
Council Proposition 3119 passed unanimously on June 20, 1984, 


apptoved the reactivation even though there were onlv pledges. 
Iota had been inactive for 5 days short of 46 years, a record 
length of time for a teactivation, which still stands 25 years later. 

The Council also tnade provision for Steve Stier to attend 
the 37th Biennial Conclave hosted in Syracuse, New York, by Pi 
chapter from July 31 to August 5, 1984. Steve Stier was initiated 
there on July 31, 1984, and was able to participate fully in the te- 
mainder of the conclave as Iota’s delegate. Thus Steve Stier be- 
came the first Iota brother to be initiated in 48 years, 2 months, 
and 3 days. It was the same conclave at which Lynn Swanson was 
elevated to the office of Grand Master Alchemist. 

Preparation for the formal reactivation began in earnest 
in the fall under the direction of brother Stier assisted by now- 
GMA Lynn Swanson, with Dr. Frank Guthrie and Dr. Dennis 
Lewis in the chemistry department; Dr. Samuel Hulbert, Dr. Jess 
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Jota's reactivation charter dated October 6, 1984, issued to our ten refounders: 
Dr. Bruce D. Allison, Dr. Frank A. Guthrie, Scott A. Hanny, Gregory A. 
Howearth, Robert G. Jacoby, John H. Rohlfing, James P. Sherwood, Tom W. 
Sliwa, Andrew R. Spartz, and Steve L. Stier. Faculty brothers Dr. Edward Mot- 
tel, Alpha Theta 1972, and Dr. Theodore Sakano, Aha 1961, also appear on the 
charter. It is signed by Grand Master Alchemist Lynn A. Swanson, Beta 1963; 
Grand Professional Alchemist Maurice M. Bursey, Rho 1967; Grand Collegiate 
Alchemist Arden D. Dugan, Beta Nu 1975; Grand Master of Ceremonies D. 
Mitch Levings, Beta Delta 1975; and Grand Recorder Ronald Т. Pflaum, Abba 
Theta 1953. Although listed here, Richard Correll was initiated one year later. 


Lucas, and Dr. James Eifert in the Rose-Hulman administtation; 
and Epsilon chapter at I.U. and Beta Nu chapter at Purdue. 

The initiation ceremony was organized by the Masters of 
Ceremonies at Epsilon and Beta Nu chapters, Tony Bader and 
Matt Kindey. The date for the initiation of the nine new brothers 
was set for Saturday, October 6, 1984. Professional brothers par- 
ticipating included GMA Swanson, Ed Mottel, Phillip J. Baker, 
Jt., and Theodore Sakano. Collegiate brothers participating were 
John Bain, Dr. Ken Busch, Mike Meek, William Phillips, Mike 
Posgai, Robert Prevette, Joanna Shear, Susan Stanley, Anita Wells, 
and Lucy Yu from Epsilon chapter and Glenn Bauer, Mike 
Mikola, Karen Norkus, Alex Prokai, Dennis Rozwarski, Margaret 
Tarvormina, and Alan Voliva from Beta Nu chapter. 

The March 1985 issue of The Hexagon describes the rest 
of the day: 

“А бег the installation a banquet was held at the Rose- 
Hulman Student Union. After welcoming tematks by Brother 
Sakano on behalf of the department of chemistry and by Dr. Jess 
Lucas for the Institute, Steve Stier presented membership certifi- 
cates to the initiates. Rebecca Kenyon and Joe Weaver (Iota 1933) 
then presented the original 1909 charter, dated May 10, 1909, ... 
to Gregory Howearth, and a new charter was presented by GMA 
Swanson to Steve Stier, MA of Iota.” 


lota's refounders: back row, L to R Sliwa, Sherwood, GMA Swanson, Hanny, 
Spartz, and Guthrie. Front row Jacoby, Stier, Rohlfing, and Howearth. 


The First Уеах (again) 


Since David Demeter was not initiated, Steve Stier be- 
came the Master Alchemist, a position he would hold for two 
terms. Andrew Spartz was chosen to fill the vacant Vice Master 
Alchemist position. Meetings were held once per week, mostly 
on Tuesdays. To offset the expenses incurred with teactivation, 
the chapter requested and received $500 from the school. Addi- 
tional funds came from assembling booklets for Dr. Sakano. In 
the absence of established by-laws, a quorum was set at two- 
thirds of the membership and dues established at $10 per quarter. 
(The first set of by-laws would not be completed until January 
1986.) In March 1985, Iota voted to approve new chapters at 
Marshall University and Northeast Missouri State, which would 
soon become Gamma Eta and Gamma Theta chapters. 

The first regular initiation was held on 
April 13, 1985, for nine new collegiate brothers 
and two chemistry faculty members, Dr. Den- 
nis Lewis and Dr. Kenneth N. Carter, Jr. The 
Edmond Earl Dunlap-Alpha Chi Sigma Fund 
awarded its fist scholarship and grants in the 
spring of 1985 for use in the fall. The commit- 
tee of William Phillips, Epsé/on (chair), Dr. 
Frank Guthrie, Iota 1984, and Joseph В. E 
Weaver, Iota 1933, selected David Lakey (a Dr. Dennis A. Lewis, 
non-member) as the first scholarship recipient. 10% 1985, served on 
The chapter held their first spring banquet on Een z^ wl 
May 10, 1985. As the year ended, Dr. Lewis 


е à Iota's chapter advisor 
replaced Dr. Guthrie as the chapter advisor. 1985-89. 


Growth and Establishing Chapter Traditions 


From 1984 to about 1990, Iota chapter remained small. 
Pledge class size was typically about 9 collegiates, with no pledge 
classes held in the spring of 1987 and 1988. Throughout the 
1990s pledge class size decreased, averaging about 7 collegiates. 
Since 2000 the pledge class size began to increase again, so much 
so, that evetv class since the spring of 2004 has been 11 or more 
pledges. The largest pledge class was 27 in the spring of 2008. 


To get to know the actives, the spring 1985 pledge class 
collected signatures in a small notebook. The fall 1985 pledge 
class was the first to actually make the traditional signature collec- 
tion axes. For many yeats, pledges traced the same venerable pat- 
tern onto a pine board. When the pattern was lost, it became the 
tradition to trace the pledge father's axe. Several pledges have 
exhibited their creativity in the last decade by designing their own 
axe, instead of using their pledge father's axe as a pattern, thus 
creating new designs, which were then passed along to create 
families of similar axe designs. Regardless of the shape, pledges 
still have the same 2" high Greek letters across the blade and their 
name in 1" high block letters along the handle — painted in Prus- 
sian blue on a chrome yellow background. The pledge father still 
signs on the butt end of the handle. About a dozen yeats ago, a 
new tradition began of reserving the back of the handle for the 


| Fall 1989 pledge class with typical 
signature axes. Back row: Doug 
Williams, Greg Ford, P.J. Hinton, 
Craig Linderoth. Front row: 
David Weed, Suzanne DeMoss, 
and Tommy Baker. 


ЧА KW ċċ MAR. 21, (tec : Suva! 
The pledge father tradition 
has also continued since the fall of 
1985. In about 1989, John Becker, 
lota 1986, began to collect data on Déc. в, 7986 EUR 


the pledge fathers to create a family 
tree, which has continued ever since. 
In the tradition of a brotherhood, 
they are still referred to as pledge 
“fathers” even though the chapter is 
now co-ed. The same data collection 
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effort led to a chapter history pub- 
lished in 1990 as a supplement to the 
national pledge manuals. 


Small portion of the family 
tree, now measuring over 
seven feet long. 


Facultv Support 


Iota has had incredible faculty support throughout both 
periods of activity. Between 1909 and 1938, Iota initiated 109 
collegiates and 6 faculty/staff, for a ratio of one professional 
member for each 18.2 students, or one professional member each 
4.5 years. The faculty support was driven by Dr. John White. 

Between 1984 and 2008, 
Iota has initiated 416 collegiates 
(counting only the Rose stu- 
dents) and 37 faculty/staff. For 
a ratio of one professional mem- 
ber for each 11.2 students, ot an 
average of 1.5 professional 
members per year. The faculty 
and staff provide valuable sup- 
port to the chapter, particularly 
with initiation and the Profes- 
sional Induction Ceremony. 
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Dr. McLean has opened his Three professors from the April 25, 
house for chapter pizza parties, 1292 v E шо Eje 

f 3 r. Michael Mueller, an 
and his wife generously made Dr. M. Hossein Hariri. 
our chapter flag. 


District Counselor Support 


Iota chapter has also been 
blessed with quality District Counselors 
for the past 25 years. 


1984-86 Rebecca Kenyon, Beta Rho 1979 

1986-90 Michael Zachmeier, Beta Phi 1977 

1990-94 Nancy Suttles Britton, Beta Nu 1989 

1994-00 R. Scott Wilson, Aha Zeta 1978 

; 2000-04 John N. Stipp, Epsilon 1989 
2004-06 Jennifer F. Showerman, Zefa 1992 

“Zach” 2006- ^ Christina Gesell, Epsilon 1994 


Michael Zachmeier, Beta Phi 1977, shown above, served as NCDC 1986-90, 
GCA 1990-94, and GMA 1994-96. Taught “The Physical Chem” theatrics to 
the chapters in the district. He encouraged Iota to travel to other chapters as 
“Road Warriors.” He also championed quality ritual performance and intro- 
duced the PIC to Iota chapter in 1990. 


Indiana State Universitv and Coeducation 


The minutes of February 19, 1985, first mention the idea 
of gathering information for a joint St Marys-ISU chapter. 
Progress was slow and rushing was repeatedly “put off until next 
semester" as contact information was often difficult to obtain. 
Success finally came with the fall 1988 pledge class, which was 
notewotthy as it contained two professors, Dr. Jerry A. Caskey 
and Dr. Stuart Leipziger; two ISU students, Terry Thornton and 
Kimberly Wright; and seven Rose collegiates. They were all initi- 
ated January 15, 1989, and Kimberly Wright became Iota's first 
female brother. Thus Iota went coed over 5 
years before Rose-Hulman. 

The next class initiated on May 13, 
1989, included Iota's first female initiate 
from the Rose faculty, Dt. Diana W. Daniel, 
a P-chem professor. She was in the same 
pledge class with Dr. David Erwin and Dr. D = 
Howard McLean, and another ISU brother, | Kim Wright Reed 
Paula Grimes. 

Proving “It is easier to get forgiveness than permission,” 
the National by-laws require Supreme Council permission be ob- 
tained before rushing at another school. Proposition 3399 passed 
on December 1, 1990, stated that “The Supreme Council ap- 
proves the action of Iota Chapter in initiating students at Indiana 
State University." 

Between 1989 and 1992, Iota initiated 15 ISU students, 
11 were women. Several of ISU brothers served as officers in- 
cluding Terry Thornton, elected VMC only a few weeks after his 
initiation. The chapter elected three ISU students to officer posi- 
tions in January 1991. Terry Thornton was elevated to УМА, 
while Paula Grimes became MC and Suzanne DeMoss became 
historian. These were the first 
two female officers of Iota 
chapter. During the 1993-94 
term, Angela Waterman 
Bridges, Iota 1991, became the 
first female Master Alchemist. 


Iota's 1991-92 Officers. 


To increase pattici- 
pation and convenience fot 
the ISU students, sevetal 
chaptet meetings each quat- 
ter were held at ISU. 
Scheduling was difficult with 


сү eae QE AR: December 6, 1991 pledge class. The 
The ISU brothers were in Supreme Council requested Iota chapter 
charge of their own rush. ЕЁ initiate Assistant Grand Recorder Patricia 
fotts eventually fizzled out Kemle. The entire Supreme Council was 
with the last ISU brother initi- Present. Back row, L to R: NCDC Nancy 
: Suttles, GMC DeWayne Gerber, GMA 
ated in December 1992. By Paul R. Jones, GPA Donald Green, and 
mid-1994, Iota chapter was GCA Michael Zachmeier. New Iota's in 
all-male yet again. (Two addi- front row: Don Jenkins, Angela Water- 
tional ISU brothers were to тап, АСК Patricia Kemle, Sarah Pliskin, 


be initiated in 1998-99, but and Jim Berry. 
none since.) 


EG 


Meanwhile, the Rose- 
Hulman Board of Managers ap- | 
proved going coed on October 3, — 
1991, to be implemented in the 
fall of 1995. The first female col- 
legiates at Rose-Hulman were 
rushed the next spring and initi- 
ated on April 28, 1996. This 
pledge class of nine brothers is 
particularly noteworthy. It con- 
tained Rose-Hulman President 
Dr. Samuel F. Hulbert, a very 
public proponent of coeducation; — 
Dr. Carolyn Lee of the chemical 
engineering department; and 
seven collegiates including 


future-MA Tim Link and three 

females — Holly Primus, Sarah C. 

Schwalm, and Michelle L. PRESIDENT 

Thomas. ЗАЙД е. HULBERT 
Pink ribbon worn at the 1991 Dr. Samuel F. Hulbert, Iota 1996, served as 
commencement to show sup- Rose-Hulman’s president for 28 years, from 
port for coeducation. 1976 to 2004. He is the first known brother 


to be commemorated as a bobble-head. 


Dr. Hulbert's axe. April 28, 1996 pledge class. Back: Trov Leutz, Stephen 
Melrvin, Greg Jarboe, and Tim Link. Front: Dr. Carolva 
Lee, Hollv Primus, Michelle Thomas, and Sarah Schwalm. 


Chemistrv Shows and Bov Scouts 


Iota has been active in scholastic chemistry shows since 
the fall of 1990. What began as a small program to show "it's not 
magic, but chemistry" expanded quickly under the enthusiasm of 
John Biddle, Jota 1991, who became the chem show coordinator 
scheduling 10-15 shows per year. During the 1995-96 school year 
the coordinator position was renamed the Chemistry on Wheels 
Program Coordinator" and COW was born! Literally hundreds 
of shows have been preformed to thousands of students. Shows 
have been performed as fat away as Ellettsville and into Illinois. 
The Fraternity's Science Outreach program has rewarded many 
Iota brothers with as many as four different colored wyvern pins 
to show their participation in science events. 


Travis Gilmour, Jota 1998, 
with a flaming $20 bill at the 
2000 Rose Show. 


Alpha Chi Sigma 
Chemistry d 
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Jess Gunn, Iofa 2000, 
demonstrating the combustion 
of methane and the latest 


COW fashion. 


— MEA 
Jon Bott with ISBVI student. Iota coordinated 
with Cary Supalo, Beta Nu 1997, to do a hands-on 
liquid nitrogen ice cream show for the Indiana 
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired in Indi- 
anapolis in May 2007 and again in October 2008. 
Seven collegiates helped in 2007 and ten in 2008, to 
create a unique experience for these students. 


As an extension of the chemistry shows, Iota has con- 
ducted merit badge events for the Boy Scouts since 1991. 
Throughout the 1990s, the chapter did the chemistry merit badge 
most years. By 2001 other programs such as atomic energy, elec- 
tricity, electronics, and computers had been added. The chapter's 
repertoire in the 2007-08 academic year included merit badges in 
chemistry, electricity, electronics, computers, entrepreneurship, 
engineering, and surveying, under the able leadership of Evan 
Breedlove, Iota 2006, and successor Charles McAnany, Iota 2008. 


The merit badges combine classroom experiences and hands-on ex- 
periments in the lab. 


For many years Iota performed on-campus chemistry 
shows as part of the annual Rose Show held on Parents! Week- 
end. More recently, Iota chapter has often done chemical shows 
in conjunction with National Chemistry Week, and assisted the 
Society of Women Engineers, the National Society of Black Engi- 
neers, and Blue Key. 


Road Trips 


NCDC Michael Zachmeier, Beta Phi 1977, encouraged 
brothers to visit other chapters. Iota caught the bug in 1988 and 
traveled extensively for the next three years. The spring 1990 
newsletter documents 26 different brothers trekking over 57,000 
miles and visiting 12 different chapters. This included 14 broth- 
ers traveling to Nu chapter at Penn State to participate in a 
“double hexagon” ceremony to help keep the chapter alive. John 
Becker, Jota 1986; Harold Cowan, Iota 1988; Fred Jacobs, Iota 
1988, and Bob Mark, Iota 1988, all became members of Zach's 
Road Warrior club by traveling 2500 miles and visiting 4 chapters, 
thus earning a special T-shirt. 

Since 1991, road tripping has ebbed and flowed as broth- 
ers went through the chapter. Tota also attended chapter leader- 
ship sessions at Beta Nu in January 1989, and at Epsilon in 
February 1994. Recent “master road trippers” have been Mike 
Raffay, Iota 2000; John ая Tota 2005; and Jonathan Bott, 
lota 2006. 


за 


lota collegiates and alumni traveled to Alpha chapter in December 2007. 

Posed here with the Centennial Plaque in Daniels Hall are back: Peter Anderson, 
Mike Raffay, Matt McGhehey, Eric Smith, Jon Bott. Front: Nick Easter, 

Karen Kirchman, John O'Grady, and John Becker. 


The Legend of Rosaniline - Part II 


Since the publication of the chapter history booklet in 
1990, every Iota pledge has learned about the 1912 account of 
Rosaniline Ammonia. The legend came to life when Mike Ober J 
purchased a stuffed toy cat sometime in 1998, and she was im- 
mediately dubbed Rosaniline Ammonia. With an axe made by 
Cory Miller and with the assistance of pledge father “Singin’ 
Dave" McKinney, Rosaniline was “initiated” on December 12, 
1998, with only minor mishaps. Although coming of age seven 
times faster than her human brothers, her post-initiation party 
proved her limits as she became quite soggv after only one beer. 
Rosaniline went through the PIC and went on to “graduate,” 
being carried across the stage by Sara Plowman at the 2003 com- 
mencement. 

Rosaniline has road tripped extensively during both her 
undergraduate and graduate days. Sometimes traveling voluntar- 
ily and at least four times as a catnapping victim. She has visited 
over 20 chapters including Alpha, Alpha Kappa's farm, Beta 
Phi’s cave, and the installation of Gamma Nu in Athens, OH. 
She has also attended five consecutive National Conclaves from 
2000 to 2008 earning her distinction in the Order of Loyal and 
Devoted Frequently Attending Revered Tontines. 

She has also met several of the other chapter mascots 
including Brother Chi, the Pink Panther, Alpha's Matty, and 
Gamma Eta’s Eddie the Raccoon. For her vacationing, she has 
been to the St. Louis Arch, Mt. Rushmore, Monticello, Gettys- 
burg, Atlantic City, the Liberty Bell, the top of the Washington 
Monument, Alaska, and many places in between. 
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Chi, Jr., part of a litter of four 
: offspring created with Brother 
Readv fora toga party! Chi in the spring of 1997. 


Social Activities — True and Lasting Friendship 


Iota has found a number of ways to meet its social needs. 
Since our reactivation, Iota has participated in intramural sports 
such as basketball, bowling, soccer, softball, and volleyball. 

Early parties were held at “Тһе Bob”, the house to the 
east of the service station on U.S. 40. Coinciding with the peak in 
female brothers from ISU, semi-formal dances were held in 
November 1989, January 1991, March 1992, and February 1994. 
Our fifth semi-formal was held in the spring of 2009, attracting 
over 100 attendees. Other social events have included a hayride 
and a halloween party. 

The social activities promoted additional bonding oppor- 
tunities - weddings between Iota brothers. Beyond the fraternal 
benefits of toad trips already mentioned, visiting other chapters 
provided a social outlet to meet brothers of the opposite sex. 
This resulted in lasting friendships and weddings. To date, there 
have been at least 12 brother-brother inr involving Iotas. 

Food helped too. Supreme 7 
Council members Dr. John Adams, 
Beta Delta 1971, and Dr. Gary Ander- 
son, Alpha Eta 1962, were present for 
the chapter's 90" anniversary banquet 
in 1999. And for the past decade, the E ; 
alumni and collegiates have mingled John Becker’s parents have made 


f : 5 cookies periodically since 1990. 
onan Senne at Applebees during The collegiates get to frost them. 
homecoming weekend. 


1999 Fundraising and Finances 


Money always seemed tight. The chapter was small and 
dues modest. Fundraising included selling nachos at Springfest 
1986, raffling off a newfangled gadget called a CD player at 
Springfest for several years, and collating lab manuals for the 
chemistry department. The situation remained much the same 
during the 1990s. By the spring of 1999, the treasury was broke 
and one check had bounced. A series of serious discussions re- 
sulted in increasing dues from $10 to $20 per quarter, passing a 
new set of bylaws, and creating a “Brother Manual” for the fall of 


1999. This created a stronger sense of direction and financial 
foundation. Combined with larger pledge classes, Iota has te- 
mained financially strong since. 

Fundraising still continues. Dr. Hulbert was one of sev- 
eral faculty willing to participate in our Pie-a-Prof contest in 2001. 
The chapter has also participated in the Relay for Life, supporting 
the American Cancer Society. 


Some Conclaves Notes 


1984 - Steve Stier is initiated at conclave and is Iota’s first 
conclave delegate since 1936. 

1990 - Iota is one of only 8 chaptets to obtain 3-Star sta- 
tus in 1990, the first year of the Stat Chapter progtam. Iota also 
captures the Best Non-House Chapter Award for 1988-90, based 
on chemistry shows, road trips, and initiating ISU brothers. Iota 
has obtained 3-Star status in 15 out of 19 years. 

1992 - Held in Indianapolis with Epsilon, Iota and Beta 
Nu as co-hosts. 

2002 - The Centennial Conclave held in Madison, Wis- 
consin, whete Iota has a significant role in the model initiation 
ceremony loaning stage sets and stage crew. Caryn O’Hearn, Iota 
1998, does a part in the ceremony. 

2008 — Held in Bloomington with Zeta and Iota assisting. 
Iota again loans our stage sets and provides stage crew. 


: к > 
Tota brothers at the 2002 Centennial Conclave in Madison, WI. Back: Dr. 
Howard McLean, Iota 1989; Craig Szymanski, Iota 2000; Bill Lewis, Iota 1995; 
Dave McKinney, Ioa 1997; Erich Leonhardt, Iota 1994; Harold Cowan, Iota 
1988; Mike Raffay, Iota 2000; John Becker, Iota 1986. Front: Jennifer Phelps, Iota 
2001; Caryn O'Hearn, Iota 1998; Rosaniline Ammonia, Iota 1998; Larajean Carl- 
son, ofa 2000, and Pat Кепе, Iota 1991. 


Awards and Recognitions 


Recognitions to individual Iota brothers since reactiva- 
tion ate many. Of special note аге those brothers who have been 
awarded the gold Heminway Medal 
at commencement for a perfect 4.0 
GPA: In 2004 — Christopher Kati- 
nas, Iota 2004; Jennifer Lowe, Iota 
2001; and Jamie Myers, Iota 2002. 
In 2007 — Mae Huehls, Jota 2004, | \ JA Ni 4 
and Amanda Rohde, Jota 2003. In Mia елда. Дапа Rolide 
2008 — Amanda Grantz, Jota 2006. 

The Faculty brothers have also been rec- 
ognized for their accomplishments. The Dean's 
Outstanding Teacher Award has gone to: 1968 - 
Dr. Oran M. Knudsen, Alpha Upsilon 1943; 1980 - 
Dr. Sam C. Hite, Beta Nu 1955; 1981 Dr. Noel E. 
Moore, Iota 1989; 1984 - Dr. Dennis А. Lewis, Jota 
C EUR 17985; and 1990 - Dr. Stuart Leipziger, Iota 1989. 
Dr. Noel Moore. The Board of Trustees Outstanding Scholar Award 
lota 1989. has gone to: 1992 — Dr. Bruce D. Allison, Iota 

1984. 

Within the chapter, two awards have been instituted in 
recent yeats: Dr. Mark Anklam, Ioza 1999, was the first winner of 
the Professor of the Quarter Award, instituted in the winter 2002- 
03. And the Chemist of the Week was started in the spring of 
2005. Competition for these two is often keen. 


Dr. Howard L. McLean, Iota 1989, became Iota's advi- 
sor immediately after his initiation and is now complet- 
ing 20 years. He has attended 10 consecutive National 
Conclaves beginning in 1990. At the 2000 conclave he 
was presented with the Ronald T. Pflaum Outstanding 
Advisor Award. He has championed Iota's work with 
the Boy Scouts. He served as Grand Professional Al- 
chemist for two terms 2004-06, 2006-08. 


Alumni Relations and Fraternal Service 


Iota has had excellent support from her alumni. An era 
ended when Dr. C. Chester Stock, Ioa 1931, passed away in Oc- 
tober 2008. He was the last sutvivor of the 115 brothers of 1909- 
38 era. But they have left a collective legacy, which resulted in 
Iota's reactivation over four decades later. 

To keep in touch with the new alumni, Dean Woodward, 
lota 1986, reestablished the alumni newsletter on December 7, 
1988, and it has appeared at fairly regular intervals ever since. 
Dean also prepared the second issue before passing the baton to 
John Becker, Iota 1986, who has served as alumni secretary for 
three stints covering a total of nine years. The May 22, 1990, is- 
sue listed a new tradition of “senior awards,” which included a 
listing for “David Miller — Most Likely to Become a Rose Profes- 
sot,” which came true in 2001. The “Iota Chapter Newsletter” 
became “The Iota Informant” in the spring of 1999 under the 
editorship of Bill Lewis, Iota 1995. During the last two and one 
half years the newsletter has been posted to the chapter's web- 
page and thus distributed electronically, saving postage costs. 
The current alumni secretary is Jared Tatum, Iota 1998. 

In addition to Iota conducting an annual public Profes- 
sional Recognition Ceremony for the seniors, NCDC Michael 


On average about a 
dozen alumni and 4-5 
professors turn-out for 
initiation and take ad- 
vantage of the opportu- 
nity to renew friend- 
ships. Four Iota Master Alchemists at the Spring 2007 initiation. Tim Link, Jota 
1996, Mercedes Reeder, Iota 2003; then-MA Karen Kirchman, Iota 2005, and 
Chuck Compson, Jota 2003. Sadly, Tim Link passed away from meningitis on 
September 18, 2008, in Munich, Germany. Tim also served a term as Master of 
Ceremonies in 1997-98, before becoming MA. He is wearing his fraternity bowl- 
ing shirt with the name “Frank” over the pocket. Frank Omana, Zefa 1991, was so 
impressed, he got a similar shirt, but with the name “Tim” on it. Sonka’s was 
Tim’s favorite establishment for enjoying a pint of Guinness. 


Zachmeiet prodded his district chapters to conduct the secret 
Professional Induction Ceremony for the graduating seniors dur- 
ing his 1989-90 visits. Zach recruited John Becker, Iota 1986; 
Steve Gheta, Iota 1985; Mike Honsowetz, Iota 1985; Dr. Howard 
McLean, Iota 1989; and Dr. Lynn Swanson, Bera 1963, to perform 
a PIC in March 1990. Iota's new professional brothers then road 
tripped to Epsilon and Beta Nu to assist with their PICs. 2009 
will be the 20" consecutive year for 4 PIC at Iota (a fraternity 
record), each conducted by some combination of Iota alumni, the 
Rose faculty and/or the Indianapolis Professional Chapter. 
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Indy Pro brothers at Iota to conduct а PIC: Mike Raffay, Jota 2000; Ma 
Glasheen, Вела Ми 1995; Chuck Carroll, Zera 1990; Harold Cowan, Iota 1988; 
Christy Gesell, Epsilon 1994; and John Becker, Iota 1986. 
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15 Iota collegiates and 
alumni with their new 
letter “Т” at the 2006 
North Central Regional 
Conclave hosted by the 
Indy Pro Chapter. 


Iota alumni have also served the Fraternity at the national 
level. In addition to Howard McLean's service noted elsewhere, 
John Becker, Iota 1986, was an employee of the National Office 
1997-2005. Four brothers have served as Professional Represen- 
tatives: Dr. Frank A. Guthrie, Iota 1984, in 1997-2000, and three 
currently serving as PR: John Becker, Jota 1986, Don Cole, Iota 
1997, and Bill Lewis, Jota 1995. As mentioned in his speaker bio, 
Harold Cowan, Iota 1988, has volunteered extensively to maintain 
the National Office’s computer systems and support the brothers 
of the district. Several other brothers have served on national 
committees including Bill Lewis, Гога 1995, and William “Chip” 
Bennett, Iota 1997. 


Plastic rush cup Iota chapter in the Spring of 2004. A tradition since the 
introduced in the late 1990s, members are “wearing their letters" on t-shirts 
fall of 2007. given to each new initiate, 


The chapter's block and gavel made 
from the old pin oak tree, which stood 
in front of Moench Hall. The tree 
came crashing down in a rain storm on 
October 12, 2001. The wood was 
turned by Phil Jones, Rose 56, a friend 
of John Becker. John delivered the 
block and gavel to the chapter in the 
spring of 2003. 


Iota Chapter Today 


Today the chapter is large and active — a full part of the 
campus and the community. À typical chapter meeting has 60 
collegiates and 2-3 faculty in attendance. Weekly meetings con- 
tinue to be held each Monday at 6:00 pm in the Union. Be on 
time, as meetings seldom last more than 20-25 minutes. 

During rush season, you can find the chapter bowling, 
having a movie night or a cookout, or just gathering with 
prospective pledges at Java Haute. Many things have stayed the 
same. Initiation is still held in the chemical engineering depart- 
ment. Led by an excellent string of MC's during the past decade, 
the ceremony is well-done by the brothers who mentor their suc- 
cessors. The chapter still sings “American Pie" at midnight. 

The chapter is high-tech. Meeting minutes are dis- 
tributed by email just after the close of the meeting. The web- 
page continues to be updated regularly. And most of the colle- 
giate members are linked to chapter's Facebook page. 

Here's to another one hundred years of Iota! 


1909-10 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 


1916-17 


1917-18 


1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 


1930-31 


1931-32 


1932-33 


1933-34 


1909-36 
1936-38 


2004-07 


Iota’s Master Alchemists 


Joseph V. Davidson 
Joseph Hepp 

Joseph Hepp 

Edward A. Scheffel 
Edmund O. Poggensee 
E. Dwight Brauns 

F - Rowland M. Smith 
Е - E. Dwight Brauns 
S - Clarence Pigg 

F - Malcolm H. Smith 
S - Milton Tilley 

F - Carl E. Geiger 

S - Paul Curtis 
unknown 

Kenneth M. Huston 
George H. Defel 
Russell Corban 

J Russell Snyder 
Garnet Phillips 
Clarence L. Corban 
Ernest P. Pifer 

J. Preston Lentz 
Julius R. Adams 
Harry P. Shewmaker 
F - Morris T. Shattuck 
S — Harry Loving 

Е – Harry Loving 

S — Richard W. Johnson 
F — Hans M. F. Fischer 
S—J. Dunlap McNair 
Е —J. Dunlap McNair 
S — Richard Toner 
Richard Toner 


1934-35 
1935-36 


1936-37 


1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 
2006-07 
2007-08 
2008-09 
2009-10 


Louis S. Lyon 

F - Robert Shattuck 

S — George Cavanaugh 
F — Earl Cromwell 

F — Robert I. Sears 


Steve Stier 

Steve Stier 

J. Matthew deHeus 
John Puckett 

David Haddix 

Bob Mark 

Clark Barthel 

James Auton 
Robert McCauley 
Angela Waterman Bridges 
Christopher Helmke 
Christopher Koehler 
William Lewis 

Tom Birch 

Tim Link 

Chip Bennett 

Travis Gilmour 
Chris Nicholson 
Erin Phelps 

Matt Mergv 
Jennifer Lowe 
Mercedes Reeder 
Charles Compson 
Karen Kirchman 
Levi Rupp 

Sarah Erhart 


Iota’s Chapter Advisors 


Dr. John White, Iota 1910 
Dr. Ralph K. Strong 


1984-85 Dr. Frank Guthrie, Tota 1984 
1985-89 Dr. Dennis Lewis, Iota 1985 
1989-09 Dr. Howard McLean, Iota 1989 


2009- 


Prof Chris Nicholson, Iota 1999 


Iota’s Faculty Advisors 


Dr. David Miller, Iota 1989 2007- 


Dr. Mark Brandt, Iota 2002 


Iota’s Conclave Delegates 


1910 Joseph A. Hepp 1984 Steve Stier 

1912 Edward A. Scheffel 1986 J. Matthew deHeus 
1914 John M. Sandford 1988 Dan L. Wood 
1916 Malcolm H. Smith 1990 Douglas Williams 
1919 Kenneth M. Huston 1992 Chris Evinger 
1922 John R. Snyder 1994 Chris Helmke 
1924 Clarence L. Corban 1996 Tom Birch 

1926 J. Preston Lentz 1998 William Bennett 
1928 Paul Shewmaker 2000 Caryn O'Hearn 
1930 Richard Johnson 2002 Craig Szymanski 
1932 J. Dunlap McNair 2004 Matt Sung 

1934 Dan Overholser 2006 Cecilia Latta 
1936 Robert I. Sears 2008 Pamela Major 


E. E. Dunlap - Alpha Chi Sigma Scholars 


The legacy of E. E. Dunlap, Jota 1922, the annual E. E. 
Dunlap-Alpha Chi Sigma Scholarship Award is given to a Rose- 
Hulman student majoring in the chemical sciences and 1s based 
on scholarship, leadership, and an interview. 

The award consists of a one-third tuition scholarship and 
a framed award certificate presented at Rose-Hulman's annual 
spring awards banquet. The names are also inscribed on a plaque 
displayed in the chemistry department. 

Beyond this main awatd, there ate often additional need- 
based scholarships awarded in lesser amounts as funds allow. 

The funds are managed by the Alpha Chi Sigma Educa- 
tion Foundation, and the winner determined by a 3-person 
Awatds Committee. Past Dunlap Scholar winners ate: 


1985-86 David L. Lakey 1998-99 Jason G. Carter, Iota 1996 
1986-87 Angelo M. Randazzo 1999-00 Alyssa A. Riley 

1987-88 John C. Leonard 2000-01 Jennifer M. Meyer 

1988-89 Mark Е. Schulz, Iota 1988 2001-02 Jennifer L. Rudolph, Года 2002 


1989-90 David A. Stoeckel, Iota 1989 2002-03 Alison M. Burgess 
1990-91 Warren E. Shrader, Jr., Iota 89 2003-04 Lisa M. Hall, Iota 2003 


1991-92 Steven J. Lawrence 2004-05 Jennifer К. Lowe, Iota 2001 
1992-95 Alan L. Peacock, Jota 1990 2005-06 Rebecca J. Waltz 

1993-94 Frank S. Volkers 2006-07 Amelia Mae Huehls, Iota 2003 
1994-95 Ken J. Hanley 2007-08 Rachel M. Selby, Iota 2005 
1995-96 Kyle D. Bailey, Iota 1994 2008-09 Levi Rupp, Iota 2006 

1996-97 David D. Hile 2009-10 Joshua Knapp, Iota 2007 


1997-98 Michael P. Pape 


Iota Chapter Awards and Honors 
(incomplete) 


Grand Chapter Motions of Appreciation 
1934 - It is moved that the host chapters, Epsilon, Iota, Indianapolis, 
and the Terre Haute Professional Group be extended a vote of thanks 
for the excellent accommodation they have provided for the Grand 
Chapter during the thirteenth Biennial Conclave. 
1992 - Be it resolved that the Grand Chapter thank our host chapters, 
Epsilon, Iota and Beta Nu for their unwavering hospitality and great 
friendship during this conclave. 


Supreme Council citations 
2002 - to Iota Chapter for providing their extremely well designed 
initiation stage sets for use at the Model Initiation at the Centennial 
Conclave. These sets are a wonderful example of one method for 
minimizing fire hazards during initiation. 


District Counselor citations: 
1996 - For the initiation of Dr. Samuel Hulbert, President of Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technoloy. For their sponsorship of twenty 
Chemistry on Wheels Program shows around the Terre Haute area in 
the past year. 
2000 - In recognition of outstanding Professional Activities including 
the Chemistry on Wheels" program. 
2008 - In recognition of their efforts in the preparation of the 2008 
Conclave bids. The spirit of cooperation with which they supported 
their fellow chapters truly exemplified the Objects of the Fraternity. 


Best Non-House Chapter: 1988-90. 
1-Star Chapter Award: 1999-2000. 


3-Star Chapter Award (15 times): 
1989-90, 1990-91, 1991-92, 1992-93, 
1993-94, 1995-96, 1996-97, 1997-98, 
1998-99, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 
2005-04, 2004-05, and 2007-08. 


Hermes Trismegistus Award 
(of the North Central District for 
outstanding chapter operations) 
2001-02, 2007-08. 


Second Star Award 
(of the North Central District for One of lota's 3-Star awards. 
most professional ritual performance) 

2001-02. 


Iota Chapter Snapshot - May 2009 
Officers 


Sarah Erhart - Master Alchemist 
Jordan Milligan - Vice Mastet Alchemist 
Matt McGhehey - Master of Ceremonies 

Shalini Saxena - Recorder 
Jessica Rogers - Reporter 
Steven Bridge - Treasurer 

Jared Tatum - Alumni Secretary 

Natalie Freienmuth - Public Relations Director 
Stutay Monga - Social Chair 
Anthony Pearce - Service Chair 
Jonathan Bott - COW Director 
Carly Baehr - Vice COW 
Charles McAnany - Vice COW 
Amanda Rupp - Vice COW 
Eric Smith - Vice COW 
Carrie McDonald - Rush Chair 
Pooja Saxena - Rush Chair 
Joseph Barlan - Webmaster 
Ashlee Brewer - Venerable Degenerate 
Nathan Keeley - Venerable Degenerate 
Levi Rupp - Venerable Degenerate 


Chapter Advisors 


Dr. Howard L. McLean 
Professor Christopher Nicholson 


Faculty Advisor 


Dr. Mark Brandt 


Deb Aleksa 

Brett Anderson 
Joshua Andreas 
Carly Baehr 
Marlow Bakken 
Joseph Barlan 
Jon Bott 

Evan Breedlove 
Ashlee Brewer 
Steven Bridge 
Ashley Brockhaus 
Brianna Butchart 
Ming Cheng Chew 
Adam Churchill 
Benjamin Collins 
Robert Compton 
Bobby Crismyre 
Allison Cross 
Emily Curtis 
Matthew Dillon 
Bryan Do 

Jacob Dugan 
Nickolas Easter 
Tom Eline 

Sarah Erhart 
Alexander Frederick 
Natalie Freienmuth 
Tess Fuller 

Alicia Gilpin 
Bridget Goergen 
Jarrett Grindlay 
Abigail Grommet 


Chapter Members 


Scott Grubbs 
LeMoyne Habimana-Griffin 
Stephanie Hance 
Scott Heckman 
Julie Hopkins 
Quinton Huffman 
Michael Janes 
Evan Jones 
Nathan Keeley 
Joseph Kelly 
Helen Kim 
Joshua Knapp 
Andrew Kneller 
Brittany Koob 
Marsha Krisenko 
Parker Lee 

Joni Lipkowitz 
Joshua Loudermilk 
Megan Lu 

Jose Lujan 
Pamela Major 
Charles McAnany 
Carrie McDonald 
Matt McGhehey 
Rachel McHenry 
Sarah Messmer 
Emily Meyer 
Jordan Milligan 
Stutay Monga 
Michael Montalbo 
Katherine Moorehead 
Albert Mui 


Michele Mumaw 
Sarah Nejfelt 
Andrew Papin 
Erin Parker 

Mark Parzych 
Anthonv Pearce | 
Timothy Potmesil 
Stillman Pugh 
Kyle Rawn 

justin Rice 
Matthew Roberts 
Jessica Rogers 
Sarah Rosbottom 
Amanda Rupp 
Levi Rupp 
Harrison Sand 
Pooja Saxena 
Shalini Saxena 
Kate Sernett 
Erinn Sheridan 
Eric Smith 
Marcus Stepp 

E. Paige Stewart 
Jonathon Strauser 
Denise Tom 
Megen Velten 
Andrea Weber 

CJ Weist 

Mitch Wice 
Chastity Williams | 
Robert Williamson | 
Kevin Zurick 


Through the fall of 2008, there have been 587 brothers 
initiated into Iota chapter. Of these, 115 were initiated between 
1909 and 1938, and the remaining 472 brothers since 1984. 


The Spring 2009 Pledge Class 


The following 15 students were candidates for initiation 


last night, May 8, 2009. 
Gregory Blachut Eric Fiedeldey 
Jacob Blair Melissa Galey 
Kaci Blumenstock Brad Herbig 
Jesse Cherbak Paul Himes 


Samantha Ellermann 


James Jeffryes 


Kayla Pence 
Daniel Robertson 
Melissa Schwenk 
Andrew Smith 
Pat Suter 


Dr. Bruce Allison 

Dr. Mark Anklam 

Dr. Mark Brandt 

Dr. J. Peter Coppinger 
Dr. Daniel G. Coronell 
Dr. Rebecca DeVasher 
Mts. Cyndi Erwin 

Dr. David K. Erwin 
Dr. M. Hossein Hariri 
Dr. Scott McClellan 


Brothers in the Faculty and Staff 


Dr. Howard L. McLean 

Dr. Daniel L. Morris, Jr. 

Dr. Ed Mottel, Alpha Theta 
Dr. Michael R. Mueller 
Prof. Christopher Nicholson 
Dr. Jennifer O’Connor 

Dr. Michael Robinson 

Dr. Sharon G. Sauer 

Dr. Atanas Serbezov 

Dr. William W. Weiner 


Brothers in the Emeriti Faculty 


Dr. Jerry Caskey 
Dr. Frank A. Guthrie 
Dr. Samuel F. Hulbert 


Dr. Stewart Leipziger 
Dr. Dennis A. Lewis 
Dr. Noel Moore 


Program researched and designed by 
John R. Becker III, Jota 1986 
with assistance and encouragement from 
Dr. Frank A. Guthrie, Jota 1984 
Harold A. Cowan, Jota 1988 


also 


the Faculty and Staff of the Departments of 
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, 
John Robson and the Staff of the Logan Library, 


and 
the Alpha Chi Sigma National Office. 


